Umiversity of California « Berkeley

Wioriasm axn Berra Bascom

COLLECTION

-




S g > &
_ WEST AFRICAN LANGUAGE MONOGRAPH SERIES
EDITED BY JOSEPH H. GREENBERG AI-. JOHN SPENCER

v "

& 4 . v
L -

[ AR, ST o 13 " - '
; 5 : ? fras;

;- ) A GRAMMAR OF YORUBA

« This series of
s msued i connection with The Journal
o of West African Languages

» ‘- -
—_—— —— (
. -~
-
L =
L
-
.
»
[
‘ ¥
-_— TR -
" _3
.-'c- I
o

bl. -
» e 9’-'{" ._:
b -dﬂ“-,.. 3
. =l / e ™ B :
= 4
- ! Y;I Y . 4
i
- i ‘
* ] y »



&S :
\A GRAMMAR OF YORUBA

AYO BA
- Department of

BOSE
[ anguage:.

. CAMBRIDGE ' )
. : AT THE UNIVERSITY PRESS :
: IN ASSOCIATION WITH
THE WEST AFRICAN LANGUAGES SURVEY AND THE .
INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN STUDIES, IBADAN

-




THE SYNDICS OF THE CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE WEST AFRICAN LANGUAGES SURVEY
AND THE INSTITUTE OF AFRICAN STUDIRS, IBADAN

Bentley House, 200 Euston Road, London, N.W.1 -
American Branch: 32 East g7th Street, New York, N.Y. 10022
West African Office: P.M.B. 5181, Ibadan, Nigeria

3

1966



CONTENTS

Forewomrp By Jomn Srencex
Prerace
Last or SymsoLs
Panrt 1. INTRODUCTION :
1.1 Yoruba Language 1.421 Consonant Phonemes
1.2 Previous Grammatical Studies 1.422 Vowel Phonemes
1.3 The Present Grammar 1.423 The Syllsbic Nasal Phoncme
1.4 Phonowgy 1.43 The Asumilated Low Tone
1.41 The Syllable 1.44 The ‘Obligatory Pause’ Juncture
1.42 The Phoneme 1.§ The Transcription
Paxr 2. Turory :
2.1 Grammar ATy w 2.41 Primary Class
2.2 Unit 2.42 Secondary Class
2.21 Rank Scale S 2.421 Chain Class ¥ -3
a3z Rank Shift— Ty Choice Clam—
2.3 Structure 2.43 Subclas
2.3t  Elements of Structure 2.5 System
2.32  Criteria for Structures 36 Scale of Exponence
2.321 Places in Structure 2.61  Seweps in Exponence
2.322 Different Elements of Structure 2.62 Interrelation of Scales
2.323 Sequence of Elements 2.7 SCG and Trensformational
2.33 Scale of Delicacy Grammar
2.34 Prim#ry and Secondary Structures amn w
2.35 Simple and Compound Structures T
24 Clas 2.72 Grammar or Lexis?
Panr 3. Descurmon
SECTION A THE SENTENCE
Ar Simpile Sentence Structure A2 Complex Sentence Structure
ALt Single Sentence Structure A2 Compound Sentence Structure
sscrion B vHe e cLAvse "
B: Elements of the Free (lause Bj.112 SP Structure with sero junction
Structure By.1n3 mu#m
Bz The Verbal and the Non-Verbal By.ag Subject
~ Free Clause B3.1a  SP Structure with a zero subject
By Seructures of the Verbal Free By.a  Subsidiary Structures with the
Clause thematic element
Byt Basic Structures By.ar  The Post-Thematic Element
By.tr SP Suucture with ovest subjet . B3.22  The Thematic Element
-, By SP Seructure with high tone © © Byay  Structures with the positive




e S "—"’-'F/"“ —

CONTENTS

sECTION B—continued
B3.231 Structure without zero exponent

B3.232 Structure 2¢10 exponent

Bj.24 Structures nega.ive
thematic element

B3.3 Subsidiary Structures with the
emphatic element

B3.31  The Emphatic Element

B:.311 The Weak-Emphatic Subclass

B3.312 The Strong-Emphatic Subclass

B3.4 Subsidiary Structures with the
Clause Initiator

B3.s  Structures with more than one
subsidiary element

B3.6 Summary of Primary Structures

B4  The Structures of the Non-Verbal
Free Clause ’

Bg.1  Rasic Structures

By.2a  Subsidiary Structures with the
emphatic element

Bg.3  Subsidiary Structures with the

Bs Systems of the Verbal Free Clause

Bs.1  System of Mood

Bs.11 Imperative Mood |

secTION C  THE DEPENDENT CLAUSE
Ct  Verbal Dependent’

Ca Non-Verbal Clauses
Ca.r Dependent Clauses having S
Ca.11  Concordial Clauses

Ca.111 Pronoun-Concordial Clauses
Ca.112 Thematic-Concordial Clauses

secrion D THE veRsaL GROU

D Primary Elements of 8 ucture
Da Primary Structures

D3 Classes of Verbs

Dj.1  The Verbal Particle

D32 The Previrb

D3.22
Dj3.23
D3.24

D3.a5
D33

Negatons » ,
mnhw
of Preserbs in Clauses
Sequence of Preverbs

The Bound Verb

Bs.1a  Non-lmperative Mood:

Bs.12r Clauses with i Question Items
Bg.raz Clauses with T Question Items
Bs.123 Clauses with P Question Items
Bs.124 Clauses with A Question Items
Bs.13 Non-Imperative Mood :
Affirmative
Ambiguity between Affirmative

Bs.iqn

Bs.a  System of Theme

Bs.a1  Positive Theme

Bs.2a Negative Theme

Bs.3 System of Emphasis

Bs.31  Weak Emphasis

Bs.32 Suong Emphasis

Bs.4 Combination of Theme and
. Emphass

B6 Systems of the Non-Verbal Free

Clause

B6.1  Mood

‘B6.11  Interrogative Mood

B6.12  Affirmative Mood

B6.2 Emphasis

- 61
Ca.1a  Non-Concordial Clauses '
Ca.121 Vocative Clauses

Ca.122 Introductory Clauses '
Clauses having A

Caa
C3 on of Dependent
| /
&
D34 The Free Verb

D3.41 Secondary Classes of Free Verbs
D3.42 Junction between Free Verbs
D3.421 High Tone Junction

D3.423 Zero Junction

Dj.431 Serong Verbs
D3.432 Weak Verbe
Dy.s  The Post Verb
Dy - Subclasses of Verbs
Dg.t  Intransitive Verbe
D¢.2  Transitive Verbs -

Eearradet . .l



il

CONTENTS
Unmarked Verbs Exemplification of Verbal
Subclasses of Transitive and Group Structures
Unmarked Verbs D8 Systems of the Verbal Group
Class [ Verbs D8.1  Transitivity
Class 11 Verbs D8.2 Emphasis
The Complement D8.3 Linkage
Verb-Nominal Collocation D8.4 Tense and Polarity
Separable Verb-Nominal D84t The Simple Tense
Collocation D8.411 Terms in the Positive
Fixed Verb-Nominal Collocation  D8.412 Terms in the Negative
Unique Fixed Verb-Nominal D8.43 The Perfective Tense
Collocation D8.421 Terms in the Positive
Non-Unique Fixed Verb-Nominal D8.422 Terms in the Negative
Collocstion D8.43 Polarity in Imperative Clauses
Complement in Fixed Verb- - D8.44 The Double System of Polarity
Nominal Collocation An .

PP OBE FRSPF PF

e el e

98
Ey The Numeral .
ES The Deictic o
E1o  The Rankshifted Qualifier
E10.1  The Rankshifted Clause
Z1e.11 Concord between Head and
Subject
E1o.111 Noun Subject
Ei0.113Pronoun Subject
E10.113 Nominal Subject
F10.12 Structures Rankshifted
Clauses
E10.2 The Rankshifted Verbal Group
Eir  Sub-modifiers

‘E1a  The Head in Nominal Group

Structure
Ei1a.1  The Nominal as Head
E13.a  The Qualifier. as Head
Eia.3 The Rankshifted Nominal Group
as Head
E1a.4 The Clause rankshifted as Head
E:3  Compound Structures
t.,‘m Nominal Group of
@ Compound-Structure

Bis  Eassaplification of Neminal 4

l-‘ ’

raa

[T




—— Y] WY

te

i CONTENTS &
secTion F_fuE Apjuscr 127
Fi1 The Adverbial Group Fs The Adjunct and the Complement
F2 The Nominal Group as Adjunct  F6 The Adjunct in Discontinuous
F3 . The Verbal Group as Adjunct Verbal
Fy The Rankshifted Clause as- F7 Clause Structures with the
Adjunct Adjunct
_ secrion G mummm 134
G The Sentence G3.15  Distribution in Systems
Gz The Clause Gy The Nominal Group
G2.1 The Free Clause Gg4.1  H-only Structures .
Gz2.11 The Verbal Free Clause G4.2  HQ Structures
G2.2  The Dependent Clause G4.21  Syntactic Position
G2.3  The Rankshifted Clause G4.22  Distribution of Secondary
Gy The Verbal Group Elements of Structure
Gy.r Verbal Group at P G4.221 The Nominal Qualifier
G3.11 Frequency of Structures Gg4.222 The Rankshifted Qualifier
G3.12  Density of Elements of Structure  Gy4.23 Exponent of H
Gi.13 The Preverb G4.3 Compound Structures
G3.14 Verb-Nominal Collocation
SECTION H  ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES FROM THE TEXT 43
Aprexpix 1: A Note on ki 149
Abrenpix [1: Reduplication ¢ 151
Arrexpix 111: An Alternative Description of Some Structures 154
. . -
‘Arrexvix IV: Assimilation and Contraction 160
- : : | -
Arrexoix V: Sample of Text e IR
Bisviocrarny -

V73

. o




