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OFFICE OF THE SPEICAL ADVISOR

COMMUNITY ATTITUDE STUDY
(n=1020)

*T HEHO my name Pm a volunteer WG]"‘I-.H:L on a *!‘urfj.' Lel"&g

*'i“ o conducted by ,‘ﬁpi “m] Advisor William Webster relating to how the LAPD
f.f’_E‘EPﬂnﬂfd to the riots that accurred in our city. T eam wondering if you can spare
Ssorie tinie to share your views with us, T will not ask your narme and all of your
Lanswers wul he confidential. We are not selling anything. It wonld be @ valuahle

AE Ipuhhl: service if you could take "'{'} minutes and help us.

INFO 1 2 3 4

*Nota to reader: "No response” refers to those respondents who were asked the
question but responded "unable to respond.”

Do you live in the city of Los Angelas?

OR
Do you or does:gomesne in your household work in the city of Los Angeles?

(1)_100 YES
(220 No DISCONTINUE IF FIRST TWO ANSWERS ARE NO

How old are you? 36
DISCONTINUE IF LF“-?S THAN 16

Have you ever been a viclim of a er ime?

(D_B0__YES
(2)_560 _NO
—_ <1 NO RESPONSE

Have you ever been a viclim of 4 violent crime?
R YES
NO
<1 NORESPONSE

Do you personally know Ln.j" 12 who has been ar who now iz a sworn police
officer or dvilian employeo of ‘the LAPD?
(1)_ 368 YES

(2).. 68 _NO
¢l NO RESPONSE
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Hzve you ever personally been helped by an LAPD officer?
(1)__563 Never

(2)_25 Seldom

(3_18 Occasivnally

(4)__3 Frequently
=1 NORESPONSE

How many times have you been stopped by an LAPD officer?
(1).__32 Never

(2)_17__Once
(3)__30 Two or three times

(4)___B8 TFour or five times
(6).__12 More than five times
<1 NO RESPONSE

Have you or has anyone ¢lose to you ever been arrested by an LAPD officer?
(1)_41_YES
(2568 NO -
—<]. NO RESPONSE
<l I DONT KNOW

What kind of job do you personally foel the LAPD generally has dona over
the last two years?
(a) Solving local problems?
(1)_8__Superior
(2)___ 92 Fxcellent
(3)__24 Good
(4)_81 Fair or
(5)__31_ Poor joh?
3 NO RESPONSE
—=<1 IDONTEKNOW

(b) Preventing crime?
(1)__8 Superior

(2)___ 7 _Exeollont
(3_24 Good
(4) 31 Fair or
(5)__31__Poor joh?

3 _NO RESPONSE
4 TIDONTEKNOW

-
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1L

12,

13.

14,

(¢) Dealing with peuple in your neighborlond?
(14 Superior
(2112 Excellent
(3_29 Good
(4)__24__Fair or
(6) 22 Poor job?
—.2_NORESPONSE
1 IDONTKNOW

Do you helieve the LAPD should focis its efforts on:
(1).__4 _Making arrests
(2) __ 8 _Helping people in (rouble
(380 __Doing both or
(4),_25 Preventing crime
.8 3&4 COMBINATION
3 124 COMBINATION
4 _1& 4 COMBINATION
—4 ALL
-1 2 & 4COMBINATION
4 234 COMBINATION

Do you believe police work in LA is:
(1)__3 Not very dangerous
(2)_10 Somewhal dangerous
(386 Dangerous
(4)_80 Extremely dangerouvs
<l 3 & 4 COMBINATION
<1 _NORESPONSE

The LAPD employs about 8,000 swoern police officers. This is about one
officer for every 435 persons in LA, Do vou think this means the LAPD is:
(1)__ 12  Adequately stafled
(2)__&  Understalled or
(3)___ 4 Overstafled
2 NO RESPONSE
_ <11 DONT KNOW

Do you think the LAPD should:
(1378 Reapond Lo every call it receives or
(2)_20 Respond only to those calls that fight crime on the streets?
<l BOTH
5 __ NO RESPONSE.
<l ITDON'TKNOW

921112cas
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15. Which of the followang do you trust?

MAYBE  NO

(a)y Teacher : y WG 2098 (3 -an
——1__NO RESPONSE

349) Businessperson {1} __17 (2} 48 Gy b
1__NO RESPONSE
<1 _TDONT KNOW

Police afficer 1_47._. (2. 38 @ 16
1 NORESPONSEK

Eleetad official (il (B 40 . @GV 9
2 NORESPONSE

Dactor (1_58 (234 (310
L_NO RESPONSE
<l _IDONT KNOW

Lawyer . 20 (2 46 (33
2 NU HESPONSE
<]__1 DON'T KNOW

Judge 46 . @ _J7_. @_J8
— 2 NORESPONSE
—=<1_IDONTRNOW

Now I'm going to read some stateraonts to you gnd ask if you strengly
agres, agree, disagres or strongly disagres with them:

STRONG-
S"I‘ ﬂ.ﬂ NG . l.r'Y
LY IMS-  DIS-
ACREE AGREE AGREE AGHER

The City would be safer with more

police afficers an patee! in our

neighborhoods. (46 (2) 46 (3)__7 (4
<l NO RESPONSE

2

The LAPD’s relations with people in

tha city would improve if officers

ware moro involved with the

community, (_53 (2 43 (2 ) __1_
L _NO HESPONSE
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: STRONG-
STHONG- LY
LY DiIs- DIS.
’ C AGRERE AGREE AGREE AGREE
() The LAPD should hire more
nonwhite police officers. (1_28 (20 40 (3).22 (4.3
g _NO RESPONSE -

LJDONT KNOW
rit 1

What was your view of the verdict in the Rodney King police trial;

YES MAYBE NQ :

(a) You never heard about it (1__863 .1 (3] 43
3 __NO RESPONSE

It was just (L 38. Gr .39 . .1
3  NO RESPONSE
<] | DON"F KNOW

{e} Tt was fair Lu the police officers (1)__88 (2)._ 11 (3)__50
5 NO RESPONSE
<] [ DONT KNOW

It was fair to Rodney King L0_14¢_ @& 2. @9\
4__NO RESPONSE
<l T HONT KNOW

(1)__53 (2i__17 325

It was racist

3 __NO RESPONSE
<1 __IDONT KNOW
{ omn It was the right verdict hased on the
] evidence (119 . @)_1% _ (@64
G NO KESPONSE
<l__1 DON'T KNOW

It was the one peaple expected (1. 18 (£2) 1 (3y__72
NO RESPONSE
<} [ DONTEKNOW

It waa the one you wanled (1_10 () SR S 1 Ui /- 1
6__ NO RESPONSE
3 <1 IDONTEKNOW
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18. Do you helieve the LA rints were: .
YES MAYRE it

A Just ified, spontaneuus cutcry )

againat the King verdict (.28 (23 13 (3__80
__2_N0 RESPONSE
— <1 I DON'T KNOW

A reaction to television coverage G (2 _283° (3 3
1 __NO RESPONSE

Planned by nonwhites as a protes
against the King verdict (124 (2)__18 (355
d NGO RESPONSE
_<1__IDON'T KNOW

Caused by poor economie conditicns (1__81 (2)__ 17 (3)__22
1 _NO RESPONSE

Caused by racial tension (1__7a (2 14 312
- 1_NORESPONSE
<l I DONT KNOW

A renction to the way LAPD treats .
pecple in your community (). AR (3%
3 __NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONT KNOW

Just an oppartunily to take without

paying M. @G 0. -4
1 NORESPONSE

Totally unjustified (1)__58 (2,12 (3)__29
& NORESPONSE

Which do you think were the twu most efective public safety agencies in

handling the LA riots?

CHECK ONLY TWQ RESPONSES

(1)__21 LAPD

(2) 64 LA Fira Department

(3y__ 7 LA County Sheriff

(4)___4 California Highway Patrol

(5)__f8  National Guard

G_18 US. Army

(N8 Pederal law enforcement agencies
4__ NO RESPONSE

921112
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) 20. De yau think the LAPD spon=e Lo the i ff:,}; WAR iﬂ_},u:‘,it--"f !_1_','_
A
YES MAYBE NO
(a) Lack of available police officers (1.__&8F.__ 2. 13 3)_ 47
l' — 2 NO RESPONSE
' <l T DON'T KNOW
()  Lack of palice equipment 124 (@312 @
3 NO RESPONSE
<l IDONT KNOW
i {c) Poor planning (n_8_ @ 7. (@16
- 2 NO RESPONSE
<1 __ITDONT KNOW
(d) Fear of the medin (_36 (217 . (3 _44
3 __NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONT KNOW
(e}  Fear of facing new charges of using
exceszive force a1 2 10 G 8.
3 __NO RESPONSE ,
<l _1TDONT KNOW
{f)  Lack of cooperation from the peoplo of
LA W42 @ _L__ 3)._238
' 34 NO RESPONSE
. <1 _IDON'T KNOW
(@) Lack of leadership g . @ 30 . vye g .
1 NORESPONSE
_ <l [ DONT KNOW
21. Where did you watch the LA riots?
(1__18 At the scena
(2)_73 _Someplacs where you only saw (he rioting on TV
(3)__2 Did not watch the riois
9 1&2COMBINATION
<l NO RESPONSE
' 22, Do you know anyone whe parlicipated in the tioting?
(1)_17_YES
(2)__82 _NO
} _ <1 NO RESPONSE
9211 1%cas
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Community Attitude Study (n-1020) Page &

23. Do you believe thadeAPD had encugh infsrmation abou
riot fallowing the King verdict?
(1)__60 YES
(2)_13 MAYBE i ' |
(3)_25 NO
— a2 NORESPONSE
<)__I DONT KNOW

Should the LAPD keep information or int elligence files on people that
contain, | :
Yk MAYBE NQ

{a)  Arrest records (i (@33 M8 -
2 NORESPONSE
<] 1 DON'T KNOW

(b) Mug shots QO f.. @38 . 3 13
2 NO RESPONSE
sl I DUNTEKNOW

Fingerprints QL. @R._F_. B9
2 NO RESPONSE

Known associates L 64 (D15 (B 27
3 NORESPONBE
<1l I DON'T KNOW

YES MAYBHE NO |

{e)  Newspaper articles (.48 (@) _J8. ) 54
3__ NO RESPONSE
<1 IDONT KNOW

) Reports of public demonsirations (1__43 2 13 - &
& NOHRESPONSE
<l 1 DON'T KNOW

(g) Lega! wiretaps (1)__39 (2)__12 (3
3 NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONTENOW

(h) Survaillance mfmrta [J.-; 52 2. 18 . &8._2T
! 3 _NO RESPONSE
<1 _IDONTEKNOW

t tha hkehhood of 5

921112%¢cas
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25. Before April 29, dgypu think the LAPD had good rea:
| riot?

(1y_ 863 Definitely

(2,18 Probably

(3)__18__Poasibly

(4)__16_ No IF NO, GO TG 27
| 1__NO RESPONSE

. <l __IDONT KNOW

n to prepare fora

' 28.  If your anewer (o the last questign was yes, why do you think so?
| © m=839(1)__1§5 ___You knew there wonld be trouble
| (2) _ 9 __You heard others say there would be trouble
‘ (3)__1__You kmew about plans to burn and loot certsin stores
| (4_40 Common sense .
| (6) _10 OTHER SPECIFY _ - =
| sl 1 &5 COMBINATION
1._2& 4 COMBINATION
| 1 _1& 4 COMBINATION
| L7__1.24 COMBINATION
| 4 12 COMBINATION

J
i 27. Do you bhelieva the fires in the LA riots were:
| (1) _43 Started spontaneously
| (2)_46 Targeted and planned
g BOTH
i —4 NORESPONSE
<]_TDONT KNOW

: 28, Do you believe the looting in the LA riots was:
'i (1)_67 Started spontancously
(2)_28 Targeted and planned
| 0 BOTH
| ——2 _NO RESPONSE
| _ <] I DONT KNOW

| 29.  If some victima were targeted, do yau believe any of the following were
|

| targets?
YES MAYEE NO

(2}  Gun shopa (&3 . (2__J&6 . (3)__18
4 NORESPONSE
<] TDONT KNOW

(b}  Grocery storea | (1_6 (218 - (3%
| 3 NO RESPUONSE
<l I DON'T KNOW

9211 12¢as
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YES MAYBE NOQ
(e} btmua run h;.- people who don’t h-w in
the area : o (. @ 3. (318
—4 NO RESPONSH
<1 I DON'T KNOW
(d) Stores run by Asian-Americans — . G IR Sy 38
_ __J__NG RESPONSE -
| <1 ITDONTENOW
: (e) Stares run by Koreans _38._. @10 (3.9
4 3 _NO RESPONSE
(0 White homes in nonwhite
neighborhoods (1L 39 @ 19 ‘(Y 48
f__NO RESPONSE
<l__I DON'T KNOW
(g)  Publiec bhuildings (1)__48 (2)_18._. (30 88 =
4 NORESPONSE
<l _TDONTEKNOW
th)  Any place that had merchandise
desired by rioters Vel (20 2% & (8)- biNue .
3 NORESPONSE ="
3 sl IDON'T KNOW
; fi) Enemiedq of the gangs i b IO . SO ¢ . (S T
l 6 NO RESPONSE
' —1 IDONT KNOW
: 30.  If some victima were targeted, whom do you believe did the targeting?
i (1)__38 Gangs
{2)__42 Opportunists
I (3)_18 African-Americans
I (4)__18 Hispanics
| (5)__B_ Whites
: (6} DONT KNOW
2 _NO RESPONSE

'. 31. Do you believe the riots stopped beeadse:
YES MAYRBE NO

ta) Of the curfew (1)__486 (2018 (3
& NO RESPONSE

921112%cas
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YES  MAYBE  NO

The rioters got tired * o128 @22 18 (33
—— 3 __NO RESPONSE
<]l [ DONT KNOW

The rioters made their point M 2B 2L 6 (31__8§1
4 _NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONT KNOW

Of the actions by the LAPD (1)__28 (2L k.. (363
3. NO RESPONSE
<l I DON'T KNOW

Of the presence of the National
Guard (80 (L 319 .3 _8..
1__NO RESPONSE

There were no more close targets for _
looting or burning (N_18 (2) 13  (3)_64
4 NORESPONSE
<l__1 DONT KNOW

Their anger faded (-2  (2)_15 (361
— 4 _NO RESPONSE
<l __ [ DONTKNOW

What worked best to stop the vioting?

(13__18 Community lesdership

(2)__ 4 Leadership of elected cMicials
(30 _Performanca of fire department

(4)__ 9 Pearformance of LAPD

(5)__B8__ Presence of National Guard

(6)___G6 _Actions of the mayor
(7)___4 _ Actions of the governor

(8)___8 _Public statements by elected officials
“_ 24 Curfew

(10)__16 Arrasta
3 NORESPONSE

<l T DONT KNOW

If a curfew is imposed during & riot, should it be:
(169 Citywide
(2) 20 Onlyin arcas where there is looting or ricting
2 _NO RESPONSE
sl _I DON'T KNOW

921112¢cas
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Effective in E‘-}}.'E-Ej:ﬂ the rlots

Racially motivated

Only those casy to arrest

Fair and reasonable

Page 13 :

YES ~ MAYBE . ° NO °

133 (221 (@)
—J4__NO RESPONSE

(N_28.. (@168 (3_56 °
4 NO KESPONSE
<l__1DON'P KNOW

Q48 (2 18 _ (3 38
4 NO RESPONSE
—x<1_TDONT KNOW

(1)__87 (2)_19 (3119
—4_ NO RESPONSE
3l 1 DONT KNOW

lieve LAPD officers were afraid to arrest:

During the riots, do you belie

Young African-American males

Hispanics

Koreana

Gang members

92111%cas

YES MAYBE NO

W48 (.38 (3) Saps

2 NORESPONSE

" <l__1 DON'T KNOW
<l_PARTIALLY

(S8 @ i8. (5 ==
2 NORESPONSE
<1 I DONT KNOW
__<]__PARTIALLY

(M_14.- . @ - j8 @7
2 NO RESPONSE

~ <l__IDONT KNOW

__<]_PARTIALLY

(18 Q) 11 __  SGHEEEE
2 NORESPONSE
<] T DON'T KNOW
—=<) _PARTIALLY

(138 (2] 38
___2 NO RESPONSE
<l PARTIALLY

@44




o VaiTha b ot Las o a3 o 0F Ui

Uffiee of the Speical Advigscr
Community Attitude Sludy (n=102()

aR What impact did tedevizicn coverage hovt"Maring the LA rigts?
YES MAYBE NG
(8) Kept people informed (1__89 (i M@ X
1 __NO RESPONSE
(b}  Made people angry (13_72 (210 (3

A G
1__NO RESPONSE |
<1 IDONTENOW :

{¢)  Scared people (119 (2.9 (812 r'
1 NORESPONSE :
sl IDONT KNOW

(d) Showed people where to aveid pulice (L__46 (2. A8 . (%)
2 NO RESPONSE
<1 T DON'T KNOW
YES MAYBE NO

fe) Increased racial tension (1__80 (2 Jé. @2
2 NORESPONSE
. <l I DONT KNOW

(i Helped atop the rots M IR QAL 0. (-
1 _NO RESPONSE

{(g) Encouraged the riots ()47 2 L.18.. @) .33
) 2 NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONT KNOW

39.  Which of the following was prepared to reapond to the LA riots?
YES MAYBE NQ

{a) All City agencies (1) __16 (2)_18 . (CL 8
4 NO RESPONSE
<1 IDONT KNOW

) The mayor (119 <) 13 . @)L &6
4 _NO RESPONSE
sl T DONT KNOW

{e) City coundil (Y0 JiEEe 1) (65
4 NORESPONSE
__<}__TDON'T KNOW -

9211 1%cas
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(d)

40.

{a)

{b)

(c)

{d)

(e}

YES  MAYRBE  NO

LAPD ‘ (024 (@..13 ()_60
: © T3 NORESPONSE
<l_IDON'T KNOW

LA Fire Department (1__&0 (2)._i4 (3 2&1 ’
! __ 2 NORESPONSE o
<l DON'T KNOW

Which of the following is prepared now (o react to an ea rithquake?
YES MAYBE NO

AN City agencies Qr 4% - (20 .26 (31 97
: 5 NO RESPONSE
1 IDONT KENOW

YES MAYDE NO

The mayor (1__37 223 (834
— 8 NORESPONSE
1 TDONT KNOW

City council (1. 36 (20 28 . (3 31
5 NO RESPONSE
11 DONT KNOW

LAPD (h_50__. 2 _2Z5 (3} _21
B NO RESPONSE
<l 1 DONT KNOW

LA Fire Departaient M8 . @& 1z (3
— 2 NOERESPONEE
<l IDONT KNOW
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4] In an emergency gituation in 1A
want to be in chavgeof direclting U
(1)_18 The mayor
(2)___B City counemi
(3 _12  Police chief
(1_44 Fire chicf

! (8)__5 LA County Sheriff

: () 13 A Stgte nffimal

. (718 A Federal officinl

5 _NO RESPONSE |

_ <] I DONT KNOW ;

(LS, Wikl 40 you

| 42. Would vou expect Ii‘rﬂt"?:u; T vidl ' follow an ea: f_:.l"l‘..:alﬂ,:.?
(1)_8¢ Definitely |
. (2). 22 Probably '
' (31_22 Possibly

| (4)_21 No

<] NO RESPONSE
I |
43. Do you expect another riot to ocour in LA in the near future?

(2)_38 MAYHE
(3)_& _NO
1 _NO RESPONSE
<l IDONTKNOW

44 What do you think is the be
(180 Jubs
(2)__20 Social programa
L (3)__12 Recreational programs
; H}._.m._ Batter LAPD- o I'n.'.n_lmlil_}' velalions
(5)__20 Better arganized and trained LAPD
(6)__20 Other
1 NORESPONSE

| (1_29 YES

. = T
vy L prevent riotst

45 Preserving public order in LA is primar ly the respounsibility oft
CHOOSE ONLY WO
(1_33 _Tha mayor
(2)_18 City council
(3)_55 LAPD
(4} _28 Communily leaders
(5) 81 Al residents of LA
fﬁ]'_m__ﬂhun:hes and religious lsaders
— 1 NO RESPONSE
<l T DONTENOW )

92111%¢asn
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6. When there is a3 Ty I hould regidentaiels?
CH]:FB.MJ THAT ‘APPLY
(11 Jownin
(2 2 Go about du T_}- life: &
(3_2 Go watch
(4)__T78 Stay home
(8) ﬁ ]lE]p eulm violence
{ﬁ}____i‘L_ H&I[i nuighh:}rﬁ
(7L _B3__ Help police
B)__13 Leave the aty
(9) 78 Stay off the gtreets

012 Getl a gun
_ 1 _NORESPONSE

47 What do you think K ign that ore t9 the greatest threat ina riot?
[1.' ]2 P"u“l‘i‘:t'; Yo |b:|.|l-"r -r..i'!‘.'ui'..'-:

, (2)_45 _ Gunfire by rioters

| (3)_30 Viclence by rioters

A (4)_1)__Displays of anger by ricters

i (5)__11 _Looting

| (6)_20 _Fires

: (712 Gunfirs by law enforcement

-' (8)_13 Violence from law enforcement

i 3 _NO RESPONSE

b f.. . T - Tl k. l, i1 Tl oy — ] m - o |
1 Il BN emMergen J sllURALYO [ ': Ll L TR, WIOID GO You waAnL Lo 1..!!:‘ in

ﬂhﬂrf-‘ f f'rhrictmg Lthe re: 1.- nge?
| (1}y_22 ‘The mayor
- (2)___§ _Cily coundil
(3)__ 42 Palice chief
(4)__ 12 Fire chief
(5 6 LA County Sheriff
(6).__8__A State official
(T 14 A Federal official
__4 N RESPONSE
: <l 1 DONT KNOW

40, Appropriate action in response o a riot should include:

|| YES  MAYBE  NO
f_Tl;':‘ U;Fhui ;;-I‘Ir crowds W;Th Forsay rng (1) ;” {2 "j- 2& {.‘li &Ft
. <l __PAKRTIALLY

| 3 NO RESPONSE
<l__1 DONT KNOW

G211 2¢a8
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)L

f s . ey - IR
.'"LIJ'-Z- I-:In’-.l...: ioolers and lera

B . l2) §
2__NO KESPONSE

Cloging businesyes (L_%28 . (2) 13 (3
__Z_NU' RESPONSE
—<] LDONT KNOW

Clesing schools (1__g0 (210 (39
__2_ NORESPONSE
<) TDONT KNOW

Closing freeways dnd roads (D44 (21 (oS80
: 2 _NO RESPONSE .
<1l __TDONT KNOW

Imposing an i.n'lm'sm'ii:'».’.r curfiow 1_18.. (233 [ 5 e . e
____2__ NO RESPONSE
<) _IDONT KNOW

Calling out the National Guard (LT3 @19 _ G g
2 NGO RESPONSE
<l T DONT KNOW

Letting eventa run their coursi (1.1 (25 (3)
3 _NO RESPONSE
<1 1 DONT KNOW

Now I have u few questions for background purposes.

0. What is your employment status?

(1__ 53 Work full time
(2) 10 Waork part time
(3)__9 1Unemployed
(4)_ 12 Retired
(6)__3__ Disabled
(6)__ 11 _Student
(7_ 6 Work in the hoe

1 NORESPONSE

<1 1 DONT KNOW
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hl.

Highest Yeval of education:
(1)_10 LESSTHANHS
(2] 24__HS GRAD
4__3_TECH FTEILD
(4)_31F _SM COLL
(5] _17_COLL GRAD
(6_14 GRADWR/MEG
FORANY COLLEGE, ASK MAJOR
<l 2&4COMBINATION
1 _2& 3COMBINATION
<1 _REFUSED

Racs;
{127 HISPANIC
2} 28 AFRICAN-AMERICAN
(3__ 30 CAUCASIAN
W 4 CHINESE
S __.3 EKOREAN
6§ AMERICAN INDIANM
(Tv_ 7 _OTHER SPECIFY
_§ REFUSED

SEX
(1)_44 MALE
(20566 FEMALE

<l NO RESPONSE




