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THE WALL UP AGAINST THE WALL

This is Technograph’s ““up against the wall” issue. What is feeling “up against
the wall™? I think of it as a state of powerless fiustration. A person is “up against
the wall” when his frustrations have built up to the point where he must take
action. He realizes that his usual assertions of power are totally insufficient and
that he then must increase his power. Interestingly, when a person increases his
power and uses it, the most common result is a change in his definition of
insufficient power. Let’s follow this process through the disruptions in early
March. Some people were frustrated with the war, the draft, the military, the
Department of Defense, industry, the university, education, racism, [liac 1V,
recruiting, etc. Their power — working through “channels™ — had not been
sufficient to effect real changes in anything so they banded together in the streets
to increase their power. For those to whom peaceful demonstrations had already
proven insufficient, throwing a brick and breaking a window did lend a certain
sens¢ of power. The local law enforcement agencies became frustrated, so they
had to increase their power to handle the situation. Hundreds of uniforms,
helmets, and 3-foot riot clubs made them more powerful. Other groups felt “up
against the wall” and responded by banning Kunstler, setting curfews, calling out
jeeps with barb-wire bulldozers, and forming vigilante groups, What are the results
of all this? Those in the streets realized that rioting is insufficient power; they
achieved none of their goals. Local officials realized that a few organized and
dedicated pecople could totally incapacitate and possibly destroy the whole
community in a few hours. The officials would have no power to stop it. Finally,
almost everyvone even vaguely familiar with the episodes has formed more rigid
views on the various issues and groups involved. Call this entropy, if vou like, or
polarization. In any case, real solutions to real problems are less possible within
the system than before,

Whalt are some of these frustrating problems? | think most of them reduce to
incongruities and hypocrisies in our society. It is the difference between the
ideal and the actual, the professed and the real, the expected and the received,
and the confusion between means and ends which is alienating and frustrating so
many. When [ try to break these problems into general arcas, [ always find myself
slighting, emphasizing. or ignoning some basic aspect of a problem. Evervthing
seems to be related. The following are just a few of the things [ have been
thinking abouf.

Along with most young men in America, I face a very real problem in the draft,
the Vietnam war, and the whole military-industrial complex. With few exceptions,
draft-aged males in the U.S. are forced to support the war or face grave personal
consequences. Let's look at the alternatives. A man can go and fght, leave the
country, or refuse induction and take his prison term. He can try for a deferred
job or for C.0. status. A couple more imaginative possibilities are fo go
underground or arrange 1o be arrested for a telony (drug possession, for instance).
CC¥s are hard to get. Prison cannot be much fun. Leaving the couniry is a very
difficult and permanent decision. Living the rest of ones life incognito is
definitely a hardship. Going and fighting involves sk of life and limb as well as
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the outrageous mob on the south
terrace of the Union whose bull-
horns could always gather a
crowd quickly. And the follow-
ers cheered heartily when the
king of the bullhoms, Vic
Berkey, took the stand, never to
be conquered; he took on all
challengers to debate, and many
never answered his challenge.
Like a lion he roared, his golden
hair flowing to his shoulders.

Regent Gregory housing went
up. Students flocked to see “The
Graduate.” Jim Kornibe, who
had gotten a great deal pushed
through the English department
was elected student body presi-
dent. The 500 program was be-
gun. The Assembly Hall was sold
out for Tim O’Leary, and again
for Andy Warhol. Buses left
weekly with kids eagerly canvas
sing a primary for McCarthy. If
vou called yourself a student you
were doing something some-
where. Then Johnson resigned!
Dancing on the quad. The con-
vocation at the Assembly Hall
was the grand finale. Platter got
permission to put a student on
the stage with the trustees and
although Parker wanted the pres-
tige as figurehead, the lesser
known but academically respect-
ed Schroeder was selected. Presi-
dent Henry spoke and the SDS
walked out of the place, banners
flying. Schroeder stood up next.
He took off his robes and headed
for the rostrum. The place went
up for grabs. Evervone went
wild. He had a carefully-worded,
scathing assault on the school
and the way of life it stood for
all prepared and in his pocket,
but.he did not have to use it.

“Why did those students
leave? What is wrong?” And
when he finished we rose again,
exuberant, happy, and sure of
ourselves, and together we walk-
ed, back across the quad to the
Union into the bright sun of a
new day.

Martin Luther King is murder-
ed. Crash. The blacks burn the
ghettoes. Crash. Robert Kennedy

is murdered. Crash. The war goes
on. Crash. Humphrey has the
nomination bagged. Crash. Nixon
is picked by the GOP. Crash.
Thurmond picks Agnew. Crash.
The Democratic National Con-
vention comes to Chicago. Crash.
Convention "68, Crash. Daley.
Crash. Chicago, Stalag 68, Crash.
Crash. Crash,

When we come back to school,
we are told there was a riot by
the black students of the 500
program in the Union, and
money is raised to bail them out.

[ts all come back home to us
The hopes, the busts, the hate,
the pain.

What happened was that a
frustrated group of girls on cam-
pus early for special orientation
were evicted from their rooms
because they didn’t understand
that the rooms were temporary
pending registration. They fig-
ured they were being discrimin-
ated against. They were angry.
Would the dean of students talk
to them? No, he would not.
Make an appointment for the
morning and leave the Union.
No, we will not. They weren’t
white students, so they didn't
know this was the way students
should expect to be treated.
Some restless neighborhood kids
started fighting, 250 state cops
with dogs and clubs converged
on 200 blacks, mostly girls. The
students were herded out and
jailed in a basement ovemnight.
52500 damage was done. WLS
and the Tribune reported un-
grateful Negroes caused 570,000
worth of damage to the school.
And only the bullhorns are
heard calling out in the wilder-
ness protesting the outrage to
30,000 struggling undergradu-
ates, viciously competing against
each other for grades, and, thus,
survival. White kids can pay
money, but they won't do any-
thing to prove their manhood.
Black Panthers are arrested in a
farce to keep them off campus.
Could there really be a plot in
our free country to oppress a

political party? Meanwhile
Komibe is looking for ardent
supporters. He wants to set up
active committees. But the war
and racism attract the crowds.
And you can forget the problems
of the U. of [. while watching
sparkling performances in magni-
ficent Krannert, What once was
to be the great castle of Camelot
now stands as a multimillion-
dollar monument to the Univer-
sity’s unconcern for the poor
blacks and whites in the come
munity.

Some programs like the LAS
199 are in full swing. The free
university is operating with much
assistance from Bobbi Fein. But
the silence of the University to
the vulgar arrest of half the 500
students on economic assistance
hangs like a heavy shroud over
the school and permeates even
the most sanctified of radical
consciences, How they wish they
were black, How they wish they
were revolutionary. How they
wish.

And who could attend a free
university with a regular class
load and still get good grades? It
was a vicious circle. Granted. FU
15 a good thing, but the spirit it
has incorporated once was the
goal ed reform people had for
the unfree university. People are
getting tired of the rhetoric. The
last great rally to storm the
administration building ends
with Berkey and Rossman telling
everyone the new governor,
Ogilvie, means business to keep
the school open and will bust
heads. And Convention 68 still
burns in everyone’s minds so
they lead a march to Henry's
provincial grounds where they
prostrate themselves before him
to symbolize their disdain. Per
haps it made them feel secure.
The comic element was too true.
They all lost something that
night.

A university cannot change
overnight. It is a slow process.
Changes must be based on a
logical rationale that holds up
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Make your
contribution to
a better world
really count . . .

choose a career in

Printing

The modern printer is a member of a
truly extraordinary team of profes-
sionals who combine their talents to
apeed the printed word to a world de-
manding knowledge. Printing, now an
almost ten billion dollar industry, is
invaluable to the framework of com-
munications, and is one of mankind's
maost important, respected, — and re-
warding — careers.

Engineering has figured prominently
in the growth of Donnelley to its present
position as the world's largest printer.
Few Americans spend a day without
using or enjoying some product of
Donnelley presses. Highly-qualified engi-
neers areé hecoming increasingly impor-
tant as revolutionary advancement in
the many technologies of printing pile
one on top of the other,

Donnelley growth has been rapid, but
steady, as the company has kept ahead
of the growing demand for more and
more printed products. Engineers of all
types are essential to our eontinued suc-
cess. Just how important we consider
engineering training is amply demon-
strated by the fact that our President
18 an engineer,

Learn how you can become a member
of his forward-looking team of live-wire
engineers. Send your résumé to:

Manager, College Relations and
Reeruiting

R. R. Donnelley & Sons
Company

2823 Martin Luther King Drive
Chicago, Illinois 60616

over a long period of time, not
an e¢motional appeal that fades
with the times. Have you heard it
all before? Two separate cases of
black students fighting are
brought before Subcommittee A.
One student is given a suspended
sentence. Another, active in the
black power movement, is per-
manently suspended. The origi-
nal ed reform people have gradu-
ated. The war and administration
racial policy have taken over the
spotlight. Who wants to work
their hearts out for changes they
themselves will never see? The
unity and friendship is no longer
present like it once was. Jim
Harms leads the new UGSA after
a bitter campaign, and the old
student government is dissolved.
With good organizing, Harms
organizes a good machine. Dur-
ing finals week. a black man is
killed mysteriously in a Cham-
paign jail, and the community
seethes but everyone goes rush-
ing home to get away from it all.

Many precise goals are realized
by UGSA. Today there is a drive
for 50-50. But The Fence has
been torn down. In a way it
seems Harms will also be a victim
of student apathy. For with so
much going for the student to-
day, with more freedom in their
colleges, visitation, a free univer-
sity, active community commit-
tees, a responsive government on
campus, and many services, there
is a maturing violent and rebel-
lious student that is going to
school here. Perhaps it is because
the student probably is white,
wants to be an American, but
knows America is out to destroy.
Perhaps it is because his friends
now die in Vietnam. Perhaps he
has heard a black man curse him
and now knows why. Perhaps he
has been brought before Sub-
committee B for living out of the
dorms illegally. Perhaps it is be-
cause he knows someone his age
has sold out as a narc. He is
probably into the drug culture
and proud of it. Educational
reform was an idea to make the

classroom a place for new and
exciting things. Today school is
worse than ever. It reeks with
totalitarian force. Any spirit of
human imagination is sucked up
by an omnipotent and strangling
bureaucracy. And no one can
maintain a desire to learn, except
as a way out. A job, a place, a
niche, survival, eternal damna-
tion. We have a prison mentality.
Better people than us have
tried harder. Better people than
us are fools. Spring will never
come again. This is what Hair is
all about. This is why the story
of fHair is so popular. And a
tragedy. Tragic is the story, trag-
ic are the people that attend,
tragic are the people who took
something worth saying and sold
it. Yet in a way there are many
people alive and hiding out on
our campus. They have to hide
because the university does not
protect. It only uses its authority
to control. Thus there is no love
lost between it and its children.
You can look at some of the
older leaders as examples for a
choice to turn. But do not ex-
pect them to be looking far into
tomorrow. You can step out of
this self pity and try something.
Or, knowing vour efforts are
useless, you won't try. Or like
many, you will try and keep
trying until you just get too
tired. Everything repeats.
Eisenman is working for the
school.
Platter is working for the school.
Morrison is working for the
school.
Vic Berkey is a ghost of his
former self.
Some have left the country.
All have become jaded.
Paul Schroeder is no longer a
grad student at Stanford.
He is awaiting to be arrested for
refusing induction,
And Nixon finally got elected
President.

“We have not lived the right
life.”

Gass
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