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Welcome to the Gordon Parks Collection!

In collaboration with the Richard L. D. and Marjorie J. Morse Department of Special Collection
and the Marianna Kistler Beach Museum of Art, we have created a prototype archive of the
work by and about Cordon Parks.

Our collection currently Features a selection of photographs taken on the set of Parks'
film, The Learning Tree, which he adapted from his novel and directed himself, and a few

samples of his work.

MNote: this project is still in development.
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The Learning Tree Work Contributors

BIOGRAPHY

Bornin 1912 on a farm in Fort Scott, Kansas, Gordon Parks was an iconic African American photographer in the mid-20th century. His works
covered a variety of subjects from Fashion ko poverty, buk his most important productions were centered around the American Civil Right
movement. A versatile artisk, Parks also wrote poems, novels, and even screenplays. One of his novels, The Learning Tree, Parks adapted into a
film that he directed.

At 25, Parks took an interest in photography. He was quickly identified as a rising star by the wife of heavy weight boxing champion Joe Louis
and kick-started his career with that endorsement. Shortly thereafter, he began to specialize in fashion and portrait work of important people.
His techniques at the time were groundbreaking, and he was known to experiment. Barbara Streisand once called him "the most provocative
and celebrated photojournalist in the United States.” It is doubtless that his art was all the more important because he was working for big
name magazines like Yogue at a time when racial divides were still prominent in American society.

Parks’ work was incredibly impactful because of his ethnicity, talent, and the time period in which the majority of his work was produced. He
had access to parts of American culture that Caucasians who were the primary producers of high-profile works at the time did not have. He was
also able to see scenes of poverty with the eyes of one who had direct experience with it, and thak enabled him to get to the heart of the

matter and affected all who viewed his work in its proper context. For his efforts, Parks was celebrated even in his own time and received a
plethora of awards including an honorary doctorate of Kansas State University.

Sources:
"Biography.” The Gordon Parks Foundation. N.p., n.d. Web. 02 May 2014. <http://www.gordonparksFoundation.org/biography/=.
"Gordon Parks Festival Scheduled at K-State University Mov. 4-11." The Fort Scott Tribune 18 Oct. 1973, 324th ed.: n. pag. Print.

Contributors: Sadie Manley, Alina Shcherbakykh, Justin Phemister
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think of Cherokee Flats like that till the day you die - let it be your learnin’ tree.” Cioruie Parics/on ocalion g e fmeral
scene of the 1943 film, The Learning Tree.
The following photographs were taken on the set of Parks' film, The

Learning Tree. Parks wrote and directed the film, which was adapted

from his 1964 semi-autobiographical novel. Both the film and the novel

. Cordon Parks gives direction to actor Dana
were set near Fort Scott, Kansas, where Parks grew up. Much of the film
- B} . Elcar on the set of the 1969 film, The
was shot on location in Fort Scott. It was released in 1969, becoming the
Learning Tree.

first Hollywood studio film directed by an African American.

The Learning Treeis a movie adaptation of a novel by Gordon Parks using the same title. Set in 1920s Kansas, it is Focused around a year in the

life of Mewt Winger. We see Newt Winger, a young black teenager, go through life in a small town. Within the year, he experiences sex, love,
segregation, sadness, and death. After witnessing a crime by a black man against a white man, Mewt decides to tell the truth; causing thanks
and hate amongst the town. Newt is shoved into adulthood because of the events that happened in the year and learn many valuable life
lessons. The story explains many of the very universal strugagles that most African-Americans went through during the time before the major
Civil Rights Movement. The book took place in Cherokee Flats, which is a fictional southeastern Kansas town. In keeping with the setting, Parks
chose to film near Fork Scott, KS. This semi-autobiography of Parks’ life was well received by most critics in the movie industry and boosted
Parks Directing career. Its success in the film industry also lead the way for many more movies by black directors.

Sources:
The Gordon Parks Papers. Richard L.D. and Marjorie J. Morse Department of Special Collections, Hale Library, Kansas State University.
"The Learning Tree (1969) - Full Synopsis - TCM.com.” Turner Classic Movies. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 Apr. 2014.
"Gordon Parks." IMDb. IMDb.com, n.d. Web. 30 Apr. 2014.

"The Learning Tree (1969) - Full Credits - TCM.com." Turner Classic Movies. N.p., n.d. Web. 30 &pr. 2014.

Photographs Permissions:

Allimages used with permission of Kansas State University Library - Special Collections.

Filming of The Learning Tree Photogaph Collection. Richard L. D. and Marjorie J. Morse Department of Special Collections, Hale Library, Kansas
State University.
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Ray Nance, trumpet player and violinist of
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Contributors

CONTRIBUTORS

Creators

Lacey Brummer
Elijah Kampsen
Carmen Schober
Stephanie Scott

Contributions by
Dr. Katy Karlin and her ENGL 220 course, Spring 2014,

With special thanks to

Mark Crosby, Kansas State University English Department

Amanda Harlan, Metadata Librarian, Kansas State University Libraries

Kaky Karlin, Kansas State University English Department

Tara Coleman, Web Services Librarian, Kansas State University Libraries
Anthony Crawford, Curator OF Manuscripts, Kansas State University Libraries

Be a contributor
Users looking to contribute to this digital resource can contact Kansas State University Libraries at library@k-state.edu.
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RESOURCES

More of Gordon Parks' work is available online at these locations:

Other works of Gordon Parks

The Gordon Parks Foundation

WwWikimedia Commons

The Marianna Kistler Beach Museum of Art

Google Cultural Institute
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Behind the Scenes: The Learning Tree

“There's another horizon out there, one more horizon that you have to make for yourself and let other people discover

it, and someone else will take it further on, you know.” - Gordon Parks

Gordon Parks is a prominent figure in the photography community. His work Focused especially on social justice and civil rights before, during,
and after the height of the morment. Photography proved to be an effective way For Parks to shed light on an issue he and much of the country
viewed as an ongoing problem. But photography wasn't his enly specialty - Parks also published multiple books including 1964's semi-
autobiographical The Learning Tree, and went on to direct 1969's movie adaptation of the novel. The book and movie's protagonist spends
much of his time in rural Kansas, furthering Parks’ particular relevance to Kansas State University and home via his social commentary on the
prejudices he himself was witness to, Having lived in the very time he was writing about, his autobiographical works can serve as primary
historical sources. His birthplace and work settings make him a very relevant character in Kansas history and worthy of our particular study and
waork. Parks’ work is not only prominent in Kansas, however, but is also celebrated throughout the world. Recently, his work has been seenin
exhibitions as Far away as Moscow and Rome (“Exhibitions”). Digitally, some of his photography has been preserved by The Gordon Parks
Foundation. However, because their mission focused on funding exhibitions and books about his work, their digital collection is far from
extensive. Their archive includes only his photographs and offers very litkle metadata about his pieces. In addition, a collection of his
photographs that appeared in Life magazine in 1948, which were originally exhibited at the New Orleans Museum of Art, is now digitally
preserved by the Google Cultural Institute.

This collection provides more background information on Parks and his work than does The Gordon Parks Foundation archive; however, it is skill
greatly limited in its scope. Our prototype Gordon Parks Collection provides select Gordon Parks' photography, as well as photographs from the
set of his film, The Learning Tree, and our vision for the Future is that this resource will offer the public a cohesive center For Parks’
photography (and eventually his literary works). The project in its ideal form will represent his work in a photographic timeline, but due to
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technological issues that cannot be achieved at this time.

The photos we have provided are complete with scholarly notes and metadata provided by students studying Parks and his work at Kansas
State University. The Future of Parks scholarship is bright, and we hope that this burgeoning resource will enable researchers to visualize the

larger scope of Parks' work and allow for other voices to collaboratively fill in gaps and contribute. We hope to represent the currently

fragmented works of Parks in a digital, unified form and begin to foster a collaborative compilation of his life's work.

Editorial Statement:

The works that we are presenting are just a sample of the available werk, chosen by means of most abundant available metadata. We chose to
present the photos with caption descriptions generated from our original sources. We organized the photos by source, and each source has

more work available For fFuture additions.

Sources:
"Exhibitions.” The Gordon Parks Foundation, The Gordon Parks Foundation, n.d, Web. 15 April 2014,

Iy

The Gordon Parks Foundation and New Orleans Museum of Art. “Gordon Parks and ‘Harlem Gang Leader.” Google Cultural Institute, Google,

n.d. Web. 15 April 2014.

"The Gordon Parks Foundation." Biography. M.p., n.d. Web. 15 Apr. 2014.




