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PERTINENT FACTS 
~BOUT RELOCATION C~NTERS 

AND , 
AMERICANS OF JAPANBSE ANCESTRY 

- . ·\ .. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STAT~S 

" 

14'rH AMENDMENT: "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject 
to the jurisdiction thereof, are cit'izen~ of' the United States and the State where­
in they reside. 

"No State shall_ mak~ .oio ~nf'oJ"QO any law which shall abridge the 
privileges. or immunities of citizens' ~f the Un.ited .Stt.~.teu; nor shall any State de­
prive any persol'!- of' life, liberly, or propert~ without due process of law, nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal ~roteetien of' the laws. 

L - _ _j 

* * ·* * * 
WHAT THE SUFREME COURT SAlD 

:~ . "- . . 

r "; , ... Vlhatever · power the War Relocation Authority may hav~ to detain other 
~classes of citizens, it has not authority to subject citizens who are oonoededly 
loyal to its leave procedure .-••• •• ., •• A citizen who is cencededly loyal presents no 
problem of' espionage or sabotage• Loyalty is a matter of the heart and mind and 
'not of race, creed or color. He who is loyal is by definition not a spy or a sabo-. 
teur. When the power to detain is derived from the pewer to protect the war effort 
against espionage and sabotage, detention which has ne relationship to the ·objective 
is unauthorized." (From the decision :Of the u.s. Supreme Court in the Mitsuye Endo 
case, h~nded down December 18, 1944.) 

·• ' 

* * * * * 
MR. JUSTICE MURPHY 

' 
11Te infer that examples of individual disloyalty prove· group dislojalty and 

justify discriminatory aotion against . the entire grou~ is to deny that under our 
syl'!tem of law individual guilt is the sole basis for deprivation of rights." (From· 
Justiqe Murphy's dissenting opinion u.s. Supreme Court opinion in the Fred Koremat~u 
qase~ handed down Deoenib'er 18, 1944.) 

* * * * * 
AMERICAN LEUION 

11 If there be ~ny among you, who would' bring Qhame and dfsgrace on the American 
Legion by ·violatii1g· the principles of' the Legion by denying to a. citizen .the rights · 
whioh are his, then yo~ forfeit your right to be considered a good Legionnaire." 
(From statement issued 1by California Department of' the American Legion in supporl ·ot 
Gov. Earl Warren's position on the rescission ~f the order banning;all persons_ of' 
Jap'anese ancestry from the :Paoifio Coast.) · · 

, (mero} · · 
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. 2 Pertinent Facts 
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,. ~ 
LEGION HEAD SPEAKS .. . · .. 

'~~ t 

~ .. ··"There is no room in the .American Legion for racial hatreds or animosities •. 01 •• 

The ~erioan Legion has gone on rec_o,rd -c~ncer;ning the Japanese removal from coa~a.l 
·areas because of military necessity. · It O.PP.()~ed .the •.return of these Japanese un~ 
the war with Japan was finished but, like · ~very other law-abiding organization, the '" 
American Legion. is pledged to .serve. both ·.God ·· and oountry •.and see that under our 
Constitution the rights of every individual citizen is preserved •••• • (Ed~rd N.!. 
Scheipe;rl:l.;p.g;. U$ti.O.nal. . .Colmilander ofLt-he"·Amerioah·· t.e"gten;·) " j • '· .. • ·• • • · ·• 

' ' ' 

* * * * * 
,- -~ ... '. . : ( . "' ... . ;• .. ,· · ' 

. CALIFORNIA's GOVERNOR .. . . . . . ' . 

. : ~(, .. • 

.,,· .. . ' 
"It is the most important function of citizenship as well as government to ·pro­

'fect _constitutional rights and· to maintain_,O-r.Q.ere ••.• ~We must cooperate to the f';lk 
~est e~ent w_it,h the mil.itary order a1J.d ,.ca.rry : out the edict in; a loyal m1nner. 11 

... ~Gov~ ~arl Yfa.rren of Culj,forniae) .·}- .. · . .. ,.' · · , ·· . . , , 
\ ~ , , - ... ~ t ' ••. ·(~? _. . ' ·;-..o'L • . ... I' -~ . , 1., 

* * * * * ;::_·_,. _ .~·,, .....-..- •• """ . .._ • lt f I .. ......... ' 
... .. .....,... ... 

:· ......... ... .. .. ·-·· ·· 
LABOR . (AFL)" 

\ 

''tl'fe have laws to take care ,of any citizens who are~ ·. disloyal to our country, and 
we should not violate our Constitution by denying privileges given by it to any 
group, ·regnrdlt?,ss .of . race,. creed. or, .color.'-' · {From the AFL Oregon . Lo.bor Prese, Port-
land, Ore.-) . . ' . . . , · t a · •· . 

' . . ' ' f'; . • . 

'\) 
• I: , 

- · ~ 
' I 

' 1 .• , ' *•· * * * *· • ;' " 

: • 1. 

to . A.FL CONVENTION· . 
-~,.. · ,· :"; . . ;, . . . 

"•• •• ·.WHEREFORE.· BE IT RBSQLVED: "That thi-s ·.-64th convention of t.he American,·' 
Federation of Labor in . session. in New 'orleans, in:. reafftrma:tion ,of our great :tr~ · 
tion of struggle against intolerance and oppression, strongly condemns the unwar­
ranted persecution and discrimination against American citizens of Japanese an­
cestry." 

., 
* * * *·* 

CIO BACKS cBAN RF,;SCISSION 

Among' other . unio~~ . and uniqn ~Quncils whQ ·nailed the ~~s~tssion of"the ban were 
the · San Die go CIO C~uncil, the National Maritim~ ' 1Jnion and the International Long­
shoremen and Warehousemen's Union. A spokesman for the latter group said: 

"Our brother .Americans of Jo.panese ·descent have shown their patriotism the 
hard way as evidenced by our members on the battlefronts. It has been ~heir unfor­
tunate lot to have to prove themselves ,by doing an even better job, on the home 

· front and on the battlefront, than anybody else. The order is to be welcomed ~s 
proQf' that ·America will · not accept. ei,thet. .the Nazi or Japanese imperifl';List theorle s 
of' superio:r, _ra.ce. 11 . ·: . <:"'. .. ' , , ' • 

,. ; . _. .: ~ - --- ... ~ "---- "' 
r .• .. ... 
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,3 ... Pertinent Facts 

LABOR ( CIO) 

t~e insis~ that all the rights and privile ges due -the Japanese Americans as 
9itizens be religiously adhered to and we shall oppose all attempts to .infringe on 
these rights ••••• It would be well for these people who advocate these anti-Christian V' 
P,nd unAmerican ideas to show some of the patrioti:sm -exhibited by the Japanese .Am.eri­
pans fighting fo:t- the democracy these people are ignorantly trying to destroy." 
~Stanley 2arl~ secretary of the Orego~ State CICL Council .• ) 

" * * * * *· 

DETAINEES 

Any person of Japanese ancestry, citizen or alien, whose loyalty is unquestj_.on-
eid is .free to relocate to any part of the country he desires. Those whose loyalty . 
is questioned are deta~nad, e ither by order . ot the Army o:t- Department of Justice, v 
4nder . individual exclusion order or through inct~.roeration in a Department of Justice _ qa.mp. '. . . . . 

* * * * * 
LEGIONNAIRES 

Several American Legion posts, including Hollywood Pdst No. 59f which is com­
posed .entirely. of World War II veterans, have welcomed. Nisei ve.tE;lrana into member­
ship and Other posts haVEil offered membership . at the end of thE;l war. 

* * * * * 
SMALL SEGMENT 

Persons of Japane se ancestry living in~he United States in 1940 numbered 
126,947, less than one-tenth of' one .per cent 9f the total population of the · u. s. 
Of that number 112,353 lived on the Pacific Coast, 93,717 in California, 14,565 in 
Washington and 4.071 in Oregon~ · 

* * * * * 
IN AGRICULTURE 

In 1940, prior to evacuation, 45 per cent of the Japanese workers in the three 
West Coast st ates were employed in agriculture. Their agricultural -activities in-
cluded the .:: operation, as farm owners, tena~ts, nnd managers, of ._6,116 farms, con- !/' 
sisting of 2581 074 acres of farm land. These farms represented 2.2 ·per ..-cent of the 
number and value of all: farms in ·the three states ·;, · only 0.4 per cent of all land in 
f~rms and only 1.5 per cent of all croplands harvested. 

* * * * * ' 
T\IVO~THIRDS A..T\E CITIZENS . 

Two-third·s of the people of Japanese de scent who were evacuate~ to reloca'iion 
" centers we re _,American aitizens -~ 72,000 citizens · in al·l. 

(mo:rae) 
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4 • Pertinent Facts 

W~JORITY NEVER VISITED ~APAN 

v Approximately 72 per cent of the kneri~an c~tizens in ~elooation centers have 
never ,visite.d Jal=lan. ·' ~ 

- jl 

' .:·· 
· .. ' '* ·* * * "' ,, 

NOT CONCENTRAT.ION CAMPS 

The relocation cente.rs are NOT concentration or internment camps. Residents of 
the centers are NOT internees, They are dislocated people charged wi~h no crime, 
but detained temporarily because of the necessities of' wc.r, 

* * * * * 
~ 

;RATIONil'iG RESTRICTIONS 

'R.elocat1on cen:te.r residents· ar·e · -su~jeot· · to the saJ1161 rationing restrictj.ons 
/ which a.pply. to oth0r ·civilians'.- Meutless days are observed twice a week, Actual 

cost of food has averaged less than 40¢' per person per day, 

"' * * * * 
AMERICAN . INSTITUTIONS 

' , ! .· 

· Such typ,.ically American orgo.nizatioi'ls as the USOj the Red Cros., the PTA, the 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts; Camp Fire Girls, YM:CA, YWCA and others F;~.re o.arried over 
into relocation centers by the evacuees. 

* * * * * 
F81H SH1NTOISTS 

While half of · the alien resident~ of relocation centers are B.uddhists almost 
one half' of \;heir American-born . ehildTen belong to various Christian churches. A 
su:rvey disclo·sed that 55 per cent of the centers' populations are , Buddhists~ 30 pe,l" 
cent Christian, and 4-lOths of 1 per cent are Shinto. The remaining percentage 
declined to state any religious faith. There are Protestant and Catholic churches 
.in each center. 

r j>. 

* * * * * 
, 

HOl'IIE FRONT .ACTIVITI'SS 

~ . • . 
1ilfar Bondi Red Cross~ .War Che$t and similar drives are ea.rri~d · on :by residents 

of reloca·l:;ion · centers~ In ~ny ·· c~ses the centers have greatly exceeded· the. estab­
lished quotas~ Japanese-American soldiers at Camp Shelby bought $100,000 in: war 
bonds in two days after the announcement of the execution of American flye rs in Japan. 

* * ,.. * * 
• 4 BOY SCOUTS PRAISE~ 

' stanley Harris; the National Director ' of Interrnoial Activities; Bty Scouts of 
America, stated: "Probably the best Boy Scout work in the entire country is being 
done at Heart Mountain Re location Center", 

(more) 
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· · l 

! BAST OF THE VV'Jl:ST COAS'f 

: s·horlly after the or0ation of -~he War Relooatioa Authority, the policy was -
· e.tablished of permanently rese-ttling lojral Alnerioan· citizens and law abiding 
a~ierts outside ' the ;;ifestei-n l\Ulitary. area. Since then1 more _ than ~3,000 residents 
of relocation centers have 'been resettled into normal American oormnunities, where 
thei!' manpower has contributed to the wa'r effort in a~rioulture and industry. · 

\ . . -
i 
l 

I 
·' 

* * * * * 
CROPS HARVEST~D 

-J Nearly 10,000 reside-nts ot Relocation oenters volunteM'ed to help harvest the 
S\lgar beet crop in the fall of '1942. Th~y. h$:rv-e~ted enough "beets to produce a 
y~ar's sugar allowance for 10,0001 000 ~l.Q . Last - ~r more than 5) 000 from Re­
l f cation Centers assisted in harvest~ ~014 .. ~ut th~ midwest 

* • ~ * • 
TD'E'l ALSo sEm tHzm couJ.mtY 

! The re are approximately 13 1 000 young m&l'l of Japanese ancestry -- · roughly half' 
of them volunteers -- serving in th~ Un_itEld States Ar-tn.y •• More ·than half of these 
are now servi ng on .fore ign so:i-1, ·NI!J arly half have parente, wives and childr-en, er 
or ho.r oloso relatives in reJ,.ocation centers. \ 

I 

* * * * * J,. 

FIGHTING NISlt:I 

The lOoth Infantry Battdion, composed entirely 
oestry, h~~ fought thtoughout the Italian c{UII.pa.ign. 

its in the ;United %ate~ Arnry. Thi~ unit·; made up 
reoeived the following decorations: 

. 
of .Ame.:rieans of Japanese ~;-
It is one of the most dee~rated 
of a total of 1315 men, has 

Over l 1 000 ·Purple He•rts 31 Bronze S'bars 
... • · ·11 Distinguished Se rvic-e 0!'-osse.s 
J 44 Silver Stars 

I. 
I 

3 Legion of Mari~ Decorations 
1 War Department Unit Citation 

for Outstanding Service in Battle 

***** _. · 

I 
l 

F~~D CObffiAT TEJU~ 

I · Since Juri~ 26, 1944, the lOoth Infantry Battalion, has been. incorporated i;rlto 
the 442nd Con:b rJ.t Team, made up enti r ely of Japanese Amerioans who received their 
training at· 'Camp Shelby, M~ssis~sippi. The 442nd was organized in the spring of 
1943 with voluntee rs from Hawaii and the oontinental .United States, inoluding ap­
proximl:\,te ly .l, 200 war relocation centers. The __ two together now compose a regiment, 
c?mplet<! .. with engineors and artillery· and axe fighting on the Itclio.n, front, By 
Octobe r 14 this new r0 gi~ent had received 400 Purple H~urts, had liberated 11 towns, 
and wore· the first to penetrate into the pivotal city of Pisa. ~ 

(more) 
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;6 - Pertinent Facts 

MANY' CASU:ALTIES + 

As of January. 25,. 1945; :~Japanese~Ameri~an s.ervicl3¢,_e~ who · ente red '· the Army from 
WRA r e l ocation cen~e rs had suffered 486 ca~ualtie~l .ino~trd:ing tll Jcill~d, 3£?9 ,woun.·· ; · 
fied an:i 'l G missing in. act·ion~ · The 486 iri<Jbids~ only thot36 ·whose rie::Jrt Of .kin at the 
9enters had been not·ified. iifRA Director Dillon s. •Myer :said the actual t.otal of , . . · .. 
pattle J.osses a;~ong Japanese-Americans is ·larger · tM:i the casualty no;H _ces would 
indicate since about one-third of the· origlnal evacuees · have ·left the. relocation 
camps and several t housa.nd por~ons of Japanese descent never were in the center. 
,. I 

* * "' .... .... . .. c , ....... 

( " .. 
PACIFIC VICTORIES · 

Be cause of the ir lmowledge of Japanese ·language, ,N{s·ei so:).1di~rs h~~e, .played 
vital and C:. ramatic role s in our sucee'ssion ·of victorie s over the Japanese . in tho . . _ 
Pacific t heate r of ope rations. · , ·· 

~ · ~ .. 

·; : ., ., 

* * * * * 
MERRILL'S ~[AR.AUDERS 

..;,~ . 

Fourteen Nise i soldie r'S ·are how serving 'with Morrill's Marauders in Burmn. . ... 
i(, • . 

* * * *· *' 'I·· 
.. 

~-- -ll 

•i ... 

' 

:;' ;· , 

NISEI ON SAIPAN 

Six Nis e i soldiers, four of them from Northern California., wero cited for meri­
torious s e rvice in Saipan. 

* * *' .... * 
PR".:S IDSNTIAL· CITATION 

In presenting th,e lOOth with the Presidential citation on behalf of President . 
Roosevelt, Lieut, Gen. Mark Vf. Clark, Comtnandilig the Fifth Army, stated.: . 

.... .. \t'l 

• $ ' 

. '·'The lOOth Infa.nt'ry Battalion is cited for outsta.ng:i.ng pe rformance of duty · in . 
action on June 26 and 27, 1944, in the vicinity of · Be l vede :!_.e and Sas setta , Italy •••• ~ .... 
Assigned the mission of neutralizing a strongly def ended German cente r of r e sistance, 
the battalion maneuve r ed to a point where a l ar ge and dete rmine d force of German in­
fantry .and field artillery, including s e lf-propelled' g-uns and t anlu:: was encoufrt er ed. • 
•. ,All three companies went into action, boldly fa c. j_ng murcer;ms f:J..~e from r ll i;ypes 
of we apons and tanks and nt time s fi ghting without artiller y suppor·t.. Dogge dly t he 
members of the lOot h Infant"ry Battalion fougl;lt· the ir way into the s ·i:; :rongly defended 
positions. The stubb_orn desire of the men to close wi t h ... a_ numerica lly supe rior 
enemy enabled the lOOth Infantry Battalion to de stroy, .complete l y the right flank 
positions of a German army, kill·ing at least 178 Ger:m:ans , 'i"fouriding approximh:t;'ely 20, 
capturing 73 and' forcing surrender approximately of 10 ki],omete rs of gro:urid ••• 

. . ... . . .. . 
''The fortitude and intrepi-dity displayed by the' officers and men of tJ'le lOoth 

Infantry Battalion r efl e ct the fine st tradi tions of the Army of .the U:.nited States.'' . 

(~ore) 
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• ,,7 "" Pertinent Facts 

1US0l l1F...SClTED "I..QST BATTALlOJJ" 

Clinton B. c~:rig~r, T:7nited .P.ress Staf'f .Writer with the Seventh Army in France on 
Novembur G ( 1944) reported: 

1'A c;omb e.t un'it made up of JEi:p~ne-$o-Ame)"ice.n fi ghting men who already had dis­
tinguished themselves in t.he bitter ItB.lill? campaign was disclosed today to have led 
the drive which. resulted iri the rescue of the "L~st Battalion" behind tht'a German 
lines in Fr·ance. 

"The se Japanese-Am.ccf" ioans, members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, had 
been in act ion in the CQntral area of' ~he Seventh Arntr front for only three weeks 
wl\en t h0y .launched an .attack on October 15 through a 'forest three miles west of 
Br.uyors wher e ' 'the :nLost Eattalion11 --.;.270 infantr'J·men of . the .36th (Texas) Division--­
had been t 1·apped for more than a week. F'or five days the .Texans had been without 
food Un:tii ration.7. ~0, mod t oal Sltpplie's w1re dropped 'by low-flying Thunderbolts, and 
they had all b1.1t f.l;V'ell. u.p ho~ when ·the 442nd uriit and other American groups broke ~ 
thr'ough 1\a .~i line$ to c~tura a ruyere an\i reach the e11oiroled infantcymen;," 

One r escued li-::mte n!J,nt said to Conger later: ''After seven days of isolation, 
one of our outposts sighted the .fii"st American to rea'Oh them---Pre. Mutt Sakumoto­
the rest of t he 442nd behi~d· ,.htm. These Japanese.:.Amerioan~ had been hauled from a · 

'. rest .. nren t9 effect the t esc'Ue but they seemed as happy over the rescme as our men. 
• I b et t hat was tht1. gladdt".tst auy Americans ev,~r were t :o see solT1e Japs. They camo 

working through the br'Ush so q'Uiot l They sure cleaned out the up.dergr6wth as they 
went and boy, oh boy , h?W tho::;e guys can fight 111 

Conger . reported that the lieutenant t s sentiment s were echoed by Germans with 
whom the .442nd came , in contact during-the fighting in Italy. 

* * * * * 
:.· . 

BIRTJ! RATT!; NOT HIGH 

The birth rate o.f Americans of Japanese ancestry in 1940 was at the same level · 
at tho birth rr.te throug;}}.o'Ut the co,mtry. In California, the census shows that the 
~ber of births to Jap~~se p~rents dropped from the h igh of 5,275 in 1921, to 
21 .220 in 1930 and to 1, 479 in l940. Concerning thoir birtll. rate the Tolan Committee's 
repdrt says : 

"Contrary to alarmist pi"edictions aboHt the reproductive tendencies of the 
American Japanese, their birth rate during the past decade . has been insufficient to 
balance mortality and emigr ation." 

( i 

* * * * * 
NO SABOTAGE IN HNHAII 

There vta.s not a single act of sabotage by Hawaiian residen~s of Japanese ancestry 
at the time of the Pearl Harbor . attack and all r eports to the contrary have been of­
ficially denied by W. A. Gabr i elson, HonoluJ,u chief ·or. police, Colonel Fielder, 
assistant' chief' oi' staf f for military intelligence~ Central Pacific area., the late 
Secretary of the Navy, Fran1c o. Knox, Se cretary of Wtar Stimson, and Director Hoover 

. of F .• B.~I,, . 

.(more) . 
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l · DUAL CITIZENSHIP 

~ : Best estimate is that not more than 20 per cent of the Japlnese-Americans to-
1 day are dual citizens. · The decline in dual citizenship has been so sharp that it has 
j ~een estimated dual citizenship will be entirely wip~d out in another generation. . 
l E>ua1 citizenship was e stablished only wh~n parents made application within two weeks . 
.\, of the bil·th of their children. Hundreds who wer.e thus listed are wearing the Uniteq l States Army unif?rm and ·are fighting for this country. 

* * * * * 
EDUCATO:::?.S SPEAK . 

1 ''Vife don't control, nor do we attempt to control the attitudes of. people. When 
'the Japanese are returned. to the iiife st Coas.t, those desiring to study at the Univer• 
sity ;·fill b o accepted as students. in accordance with the regulations govet-n~ng the 

- admissio12 o:f any students." (Pres . t. P. Sieg of the University of Washington ori. 
December 191 1944.) 

I 

"$tudents of J apanose ance stry who have been properly certified by Federal 
j authorities will be r eceived by the University (or California) in a friendly . and co­
j operative manner." (Dr. Robert Gord.on Sproul, Pres~dent.) 
l 

l 

At a recent conference of State: educators, Dr.: Walter F. Dexter 1 State Super­
intendent of Public -·Instruction,_ reminded s'chool .officials that they are pledged to 
.support the Constitution and that both the federal ai+d state constitutions r equire 
them to admit children of any ancestry to classes. -

I . . . 
San Francisco 1 9 supe rintendent of schools, Dr~ Curtis Warren, at a later con-

ference told educators h.e 'expected tolerance from San Franciscans. 

''VIfe judge 
not so long ago 
here for ye ars . 
President of t he 

people by words and deeds and so we must judge thti Japanese. It was 
the V.fe st Coast was demanding the Chinese must go• •. They had lived 

They had become J,Unc:hcahs in spirit." (Dr. Mont-be E. Deutsch, Vice 
University of California~) 

'~ * >:< * it< 

STUDENTS, TOO 

Students at s ev eral West Coast schools have passed· resolutions like the one 
adopted b~r the executive corrnnitte e of the University of California student body which, 

, by one vote short of making it unanimous, ext~nded a welcome to Japanese-American 
1studonts. The r 'e solution r eaffirmed the proposition that "individuals. should b_e 
l.judged by pe r s onal merits, 11 

'~**** 

AND A NISEI SAID 

\ ''I am a Japane se by ancestry and by physical feature s; but my heart, mind and 
!spirit are with America because this is my home. There is no love of Japan in me, no 
lspiritunl, no mental ties. I can feel a oneness with other Americans of foreign an­
j c e stry-··~erman, Irish, Swedish, Italian, Chinese, or Greek Americans---in saying 
lthat my blood will never flow for the land of my ancestors." (From "I, TOO, AtV! AN 
lA.MERICAN," vn-itten by Kiyoko . Kusai, a senior stuO.E}nt at Sequoia. High School, Redwood 
City, Calif., _who ·was one of those uprooted by the evacuation order.) · 

i:3145 -ooo. 
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