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NIGHT LONG BLACKOUT PREVAILS
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strom that was about to strike. Two days later, the Independ-
ent (which later merged with the Press-Telegram) warns that a

Japanese attack on the U.S. mainland may be imminent.
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THE FRONT PAGE of the Long Beach Independent for Sun-
day, Dec. 7, 1941, left, carries the latest news of the war in Asia
and Morth Africa, as main headline foreshadows the maesl-
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The day the war came home

Editor's note: Monday will
mark the 40th anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor and
America’s entry into World War

Il. While the brave deeds of

America’s fighting men have been
well-chronicled, the picture of
the home front has had less at-
tention from historians. In a
three-part series beginning
today, columnist Tom ﬁennfsay
looks at life in America during
the war years.

It was a trademark Southern
California day; blue and balmy
with just a vague hint of rain and
absolutely no hint that America
had awakened to the most memo-
rable Sunday in its history.
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There were 16 shopping days
until Christmas, and Long
Beachers already were soouting
the lots where a tree could be
bought for as little as 15 cents.

The day began with the usual
Sunday pursuits: families at
church services; adults catching
up on the war news from Europe,
North Africa and Asia; teen-agers
prattling over the latest record-

ings of Benny Goodman and
Tommy Dorsey, the Andrews Sis-
ters and the Ink Spots.

Long Beachers who planned to
spend part of their Dec. T at the
movies had a choice that included
Humphrey Bogart in “The Mal-
tese Falcon™ and Greta Garbo in
“Two-Faced Woman.”

If spirits were high that day,
there was reason for it. America
had emerged from that nightmare
called the Depression. Shipyards
and aircraft plants were filling
lend-lease orders for war-stricken
England and bolstering our own
defenses in view of war clouds
which, on this pleasant Sunday,
seemed so distant.

In Southern California’s fledg-
ling aircraft industry, a few men
were becoming legends — innova-
tors like I}onaﬁd uglas, an e
neer who, it was said, dislj.kﬁdﬁ'-
ing.

Some 56 million Americans
had joined the civilian work force
(another 1.5 million were in the
armed forces) and were earning a
median $40 a week in an economy
which offered a restaurant dinner
for 65 centa.

It was not a perfect world, of
course. The Japanese war ma-
chine, for example, had cut off
raw-rubber sources from the Ori-
ent, but Yankee know-how was
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PEACETIME DRAFT preceded America's entry into World War
Il. In this photo, taken Nov. 22, 1940, Long Beach citizens

provide an honor guard for 25 inductees as they walk down
Pacific Avenue to catch the Red Car to Los Angeles.




TERMINAL ISLAND was quiet
with a base
sandy

World War I, left,
nent landmark and a

in the years just before
all diamond as the promi-
beach where the Naval Ship-

yard would

soon rise. By the end of the war in 1945,
Long Beach Harbor was busy day and night as one of the
prime ports of the Navy's Pacific fleet.
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The day the war came to America
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part with a ne
stance called pl

Across the
Washington, D.C.,
bered in Sunday :
save for Griffith "-1.1-.'lmm
where 27,102 football
fans — including a naval
reserve ensign named
John Fitzgerald Kenn
— were cheering
Redskins and S
Sammy Baugh aga
the Philadelphia Eagle

In far-off Hawaii, i
was T:30 a.m., and Pwvt.
Joseph Lockard had just
called the attention of his

superiors to a cluster of

blips pirouetting m
teriously on his radar
SCTEEN. Awn.um]n' they

Ium, Beat‘h as teletype
machines began to ring in
newspaper city roo
across the nation. A wire
service telegrapher
Tﬂl_‘a[;_ltd out the firs
port in seven awe ¢
words: “White House
says Japs Attack Pearl
Harbor.”

Within the hour, Navy
shore patrolmen were
fanning out through
Long Beach, rounding up
snilrrrs-'- on weekend liber-

J-'\re you tn intr iu ]-Lid

: HE]] no, [m
not ]i'rl:_'ling." was the
reply. “This is the real
thing.”

Lur:;, Beach resident
Margaret Kemp knew
better than most that it

was “‘the real Thlm_.."
Then a “Navy b y

ing only a fe

from the center of actic
ear]l Harbor, she re
Is, “Japanese planes

ght. y was filled
with black smoke and the
explosions nearby were
horrendous

On n‘lnv.nlnu\n Long
Beach streets, clusters uf

eople began gathering
: nd radios. Others
began trickling int«
lice headquarters, offer-
ing their services as civil
defense workers. One of
them, John Toner, 77,
was told he might be too
old. “I can work 12 hours
a day at anything,”
Toner protested. He was
signed up.

The desire to ‘‘do
something” bhecame con-
tagious. A taxi ..nmp.-m-.
volunteered fr -
portation to ar
man needing to §
to his base,

n the air over Kern

unty, a military plane
dropped a note contain-
ing news of the attack on
Pearl Harbor to a fisher-
man bhelow. He was Gen.
Hap Arnold, chief of the
Army Air Corps. Earlier
in the day, a brigadier
general at Fort Sam
Houston in Texas
slammed down his phone,
hurried out the door and
told his wife, Mamie, that
he did not know when he
would be back.

Meanwhile, a young
woman in Palm Springs
could not understand
what all the fuss was
about. “Everybody knew

this was going to hap-
pen,” she said, “so why
spoil a perfectly gc
Sunday by worrying
about it?"

By Sunday night, how-
ever, the reality of the

orst naval defeat since

05 Battle of Trafal-
gar was beginning to sink
in and people were in-
deed “worrying about it.”
ore people than ever
before in history sat by
their radios, ears cocked
for news or bulletins
that might interrupt
“The Jack Benny Show™
or “The Chase and San-
born Hour" with Edgar
Bergen and Charlie
Me thy.

The most memorable
thing they would hear
that night was a hroad-
cast by first lady Eleanor

]t to the women
of 4 a. I have a boy
at sea on a destroyer,”
she said. “For all 1 W,
he may be on his way to
the Pacific. Two of my
children are in coast
cities in the Pacific. ...
Many of you all over the
country have boys in the
service who will now be
called into action.
h;i'l.'E' friends and families
in what has become a
ddu,g;t-r zone (the West

with a
hllr-l nt :nnf:dente in
America’s ability to
weather this awesome
storm. “I feel as though I
were standing upon a
rock and that rock is my
faith in my fellow citi-

to come,
2 ld remem-
ber where they were

when they first heard the
news from Hawaii. Helen
Geis, of Long Beach,
heard it on her car radio
while driving to the job
she had as a maid for an
affluent Massachusetts
family which had sched-
uled a party for that eve-
ning.

Of that evening, she re-
calls, “Answering the
front door, Mr. Henry
Cabot Lodge was return-
ing from a public tea with
Anna Mae Wong, the ac-
tress. ... Adm. Richard
Byrd had sent a telegram
with regrets. He was on
his way to Washington,
D.C."

On Monday morning,
America awoke to its first
full day of war — as well
as a contagion of rumors:
Japanese aircraft carriers
were hovering off the
California coast; an army
of Filipinos had invaded

geles, ulmvhterm hum
dreds of J!’IpanHt'. Cali-
fornia was about to ht' in-
vaded by a 1 f
of 12,00 f :
diers, each of uh{:m had
once lived in the state.
The rumors were
enough to put a few fami-
lies into their automo-
biles. In days to come,
the great Dust Bowl mi-
gration that had brought
Oklahomans to California
a few years earlier was to
trickle in reverse as a few

Okies sought refuge back
in their native state.
In Long Beach, lines
z t rum]i
en before

hint of rain came to 1r|
tion as a thunderstorm
broke over Los Angeles
County. Thousands hur-
ried to their windows,
thinking the awaited Jap-
anese attack had begun.
In those first hours of
crisis, the portrait of
America going
came, in reality, a
zied mosaic:
Key California ports
were i L[nEdldT.t']\.

lill'dffl'i_.d. ﬂ‘.l'[.u shore. ...
Guards were posted at
defense }'II“II'LH A Mon-
day nev

.'l-]_'lg & Eurhaﬂk p]aﬁt car-
ried a touch of irony. He

: After .p
the first rush of a

for a day to train
new recruiters, then re-
opened around the clock.
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Monday: America Mo-
bilizes.
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