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April 14, 1=h2
Dear Friends:

-

Un the eve of the Evacvation order, I greet ycu with mixed feelings.

~ Swift current of events following the outbreak of the present War have
disrupted the lives of many of us. Undoubtedly some of these letters will
not reach the destination because of the service of the addressees in the
armed forces of the nation. I am confident, however, that under whatever

circumstances you may be, you are being constructive and creative in a world
of destruction and chaos,

These torvents have also uflected me greatly. I must state at the out-
set that they have not all been unmixed evil., As a minister of Christ, I
have gzined valuable éxperience and opportunities of service that will
strengthen and make more effective my ministry, I am looking forward to a
great deal more., But to the people whom I serve these months have been
time of uncertainty, fear, 2nd heartbreaking disapvointments, Not that we
have expected to lead normal lives but it was a blow to America-lovirg,
peaceful permanent residents who have lived in America 30 to 50 years, %o
be suddenly classified as "enemy aliens" and receive treatment as such. The
impact has been an especially hard one for the Nisei, the American Citlzens
of Japanese parentage. They were born in this country, were educated as
kmericans in public schools, colleges, universities and seminaries, and were
thoroughly indoctrinated with the ideals of democracy and fair play. They
have no home but this--no allegiance but the United States. Alrcady over
2000 are in the U, S. sarmv. They have prized and have been proud of their
¢itizenship, not unlike the Roman citizens of the days of St. Paul, esve-
eially because their parents were denied the privileges of naturalization
and were discriminated grcatly on that account., Suddenly they awoke on the
morning of March 3, and discowvered to their utter bewilderment, that their
own government has classilied them as class 3 "enemy alisns" ahead of
German and Italiar aliens. Restrictions swiftly followed., Proclamation of
prohibited and restricted arcas and other military arcas, the restriction on
travel to five miles, curfew betwcen 8:00 p,m. and 6:00 a.m., prohibition
against croscing the boundary between Area 1 and Area 2, freezing of volun-
tary evacuation and forced evacuation orders. Unless one is actually
subject to the cvacunation order; it is extremely difficult to imagine what
it means *o fami'ies to ve evacuated en masse, to families average age of
whose heads arc = out 61, who have Yived in the locality for 25 to 50 years,
This is not entircly unlike the evacurtion of Polish Jews by the Nazi regime,
only, ours is tinred with palliati:>, a bit of hypoeritical humanitarianism
(and thank G7d for that!)

As I go about busily (shall I = v hectically?) engaged in welfare work
among neady families: soliciting funds and food for welfare, understanding
and aid from Gaucasian friends: helping with registrations, disposal or
storage of real and personal property; finding renters to hoauses and busi-
nesses; collecting junk; trying to preach to the being-disillusioned on
the meaning of the cross; providing nursey and recreational facilities; and
writing these letters and articles to widely and scattered friends ( and
forgetting about packing my things while going about urging others to do so
in the face of immiment evacvation order); being restricted to five miles
and having to be in at 8:00 p.m., I camot believe that only short 3% months
I was traveling from one end of the continent to the other attending the
National Conference of Methodist Students at Urbana and wisiting many of you,
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In all these days, the heart warming and encouraging experience in the
midst of darkness have beecn your thoughtful letters and the sympathy and
help of those Czucasian friemds who have helped us unstintedly. The real
meaning of friendship, and of the Christian fellowship that trancends the

barriers of race and nations stand out in the clear-cut relief in these
heart-breaking days.

Now I am about to be evacuated with 117,000 others--2/3 of whom are
American citizen., (Do you rcalize this is clearly unconstitutional and is
setting a dangcrous precedent? Ve are not evacuated on the basis of
nationality but on the basis of race., ind some Negroes and Jewish persons
are awarc of it,) "hat the future holds for us is very uncertain, except
for the definit kncwledge that there will be untold suffering. But it is
not the physical suffering that is the most difficult for us. Ve are will-
ing to go a sscond mile in serving and suffering for our nation and for the
principles of demoeracy and freedem for whiech she stands, But it is the
feeling that we are men without country not by our choice but against our
will by the decree of the Fourth Army, It is true that there may be some
subversive elements in our racial minority--but these are certainly those
in other groups and the F, B, I, is surely capable of coping with them,
(That there were no sabotage by the Nisei in Honolulu was amply proved by
the telegram to the Tolan Committce investigating defense emigration by the
Chief of Police Gabrielson of Honmolulu on March 1l and the report of the
Asst. Secretary of War McCloy upon his return from a tour in Hawaii,)

However, when a feeling of being unjustly discriminated agaimst is
combined with physical hardship, it is next to unbearable, The Induction
Centers where 3000 to 10,000 people will be housed and fod "temporarily",
have been built in about a weck to ten days. There must be about 15 to
20 of them, most of them in race tracks and county fairgrounds, Mamy of
the more durable buildings are made-over stables, But the majority of
them are rough frame structures 20' x 100' with small windows, tar paper-
walls and roofs and asnhalt floors! About five families will be housed
in each. Imagine a typiecal Japamcse family of & or 7 (not the average,
because there cre many rowly weds and single men and women) living in a
single roon 20' x 20', in these snacks during the typical Fresno summer
weather of 1050 ontside in shade--perhaps 125 inside (with asphalt floorsi!)
No one knows where the people will be "relocated" from these centers, The
Army has taken upon itself (or was forced by powerfully maneuvered minority
"public! pressure! a task which is not its usuwal., The Army has dore it as
well as it may Lz expected, Milton Fiscnhower is appointed by the President
ag the Chief of Wartime Reiocation .-ilirity, He can be depended upon to
do the job righ*, Hut he is faced with .lost insuperable difficulties,.

I am to be evacuated and to ent»r into one of these concentration
camps, for that is what they really are with double barbed fences and all,
Only, families, men, women, children, sick, and invalid are to be placed
in them, I shall probably be responsible to between 3000 and 5000 souls
in one of these, perhaps at Fresno Fairgrounds., Many old people 65-75
will die. Many babies will be born and will die, (The largest group of
Nisei is now 21) These are certainly no place for aged and the infants.
Many will pass away more because of the loss of all that they have worked
for in their life time and of lack of something to live for., I am to be
their pastor, 4the minister of the gospel. How am I to preach to them? I
do not ask in resentment or ecynicism, This is not sour grapes--we do not
produce anything but the sweetest grapes in Fresno. There is nothing in
my heart but the feeling of responsibility and the task to be done., If 1




fail, who wilu . 37 .a0e Lol . tiwe it is my providential oppor-
tunity to serve the people an. ¢ Yaster., I am vary glad of the training
I was given at Union Theological Semin:ry and through various conferences
and seminars and tours. But more than ever before I feel humble in the
face of the gigantic task. I need your help and your prayers.

I do not know when the evacuation order will be issued., The Wartime
Civil Control Administration assures us that it is imminent, T have asked
one of our local FOR pergens to act as my secretary. Please address all
correspondence to me in care of:

t/o Margaret Rohrer
Fresno, California

She will forward your mail %o me, and if I am unable to answer imme-
diately, or if "adressai unbekannt", she will so notify you,

"It is better to lizhit a candle than to curse the darkness." Let us
all endeavor, in the nams of our Masier, to do our bit for His Kingdom in
these days of darkress.

Yours in fellowship,

Hedey Fodl ol

Hidao Hashimoto

P. S, Some of you miy be wondering vhat you can do, There are many things
that you can do,

1, Students: There will be from 2000 te 300C Ame rican stulents of Japanese
parentage who will be forced to discontirme their college and university
studies because of the evacuation order. 1t wwmld be very unfortunate if
some of them could not contirue., There are several comittees, notably the
administration of the University of California at Berkeley and Los Angéles;
and the Committee on College Students Facing Evacuation, Joseph Conard,
executive secretary, ¢/o Y.W.C.A., Allston Way and Union Street, Berkeley,
California. If you are living in the middle-west or south (it would not be
feasible cast of Philadelphia), discover omortunities for these students in
colleges and universities in your vicinity by discussing the problem with

the administrations, with Student Christian issocclations, Wesley Foundations,
or other campus student centers, Be willing to sponsor one or more students,
finding work opnortunites, housing, and speeial financial aid far them. Then
write to Joe Conard, sernd him a ca{.ala;;ue and he will give you further inetruc-
tions as to procedurs sirce the rules change from time to time, FPlease send

carbon copies of all these 1 Litors to me, Dr. diel Bollinger is also work-
ing on this for the kethe student ;.

2, Familieg: Make a comou t :vronr and determine the possibility of
relocating in your commutdicy £ . i'L.  row in induction centers., Perhaps you

can take a gardener, a truck furuor, or an optometrist, Let me know by
writing to me in care of my sccretary at the address given above,.

3. Request copies of Dr, Galen M, #isher's article in the "Christian Century"
of April 1, 1942, entitled, "Our Japanese Refugees." (25-100 copies of this
issue are available at 5¢ each.) Distribute copies to your friends or to
members of your congregation, This artiele is the most comprehensive and
clear-cut statement of the situnation that I have rcad.

L. Continmue to bc the staunch and vigilamt supporter of toleramce and
Christian race mlations in your own community, This dangerais mrecedent

can easily be extended to other minority gronps.






