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Life well spent is long." 
- Leonardo da Vinci 

Civic Theatre hosts art exhibit by young Allentown students 
BY MELISSA ROTH 
LIFE EDITOR  

O     n 
_   Tues. 

Feb. 
23, the Civic Theatre of Allentown 
hosted a reception for students and 
teachers who are associated with the 
Allentown School District's Young 
Artist Exhibition, which is currently at 
Civic'sTheatre514. 

For more than 80 years, the Civic 
Theatre of Allentown has been a non- 
for-profit community arts center which 
provides Lehigh Valley audiences 
with superior yet affordable theatrical 
performances along with providing 
technical and creative opportunities 
for local artists. It also has the region's 
only full-time art cinema which 
screens foreign, independent, and 
documentary films. 

This exhibit was made possible by 
the Challenged 150 grant awarded to 
the Civic Theatre of Allentown by the Allentown Rescue Mission. The grant was 
given so that the theatre would be able to pay for paint, painting supplies, and picture- 
hanging rails, allowing for the renovation of their lobby. This enabled the location to 
be used as a gallery space to exhibit local and young artists from Allentown. 

ASD student Eric Valenzuela with 
his artwork and teacher Cindy 
Ounn. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CIVIC THEATRE 

Allentown School District 
(ASD) art teachers were grateful 
for the newly-upgraded space 
and found it a wonderful place 
to hold a mini-art exhibit 
which showcased the art of the 
elementary school students. Since 
they installed their exhibit in the 
lobby on Feb. 12, approximately 
750 people have viewed it, most 
of whom are patrons of Civic 
Films or 514Works projects. 

Those in attendance at the 
reception included Allentown 
Rescue Mission Executive 
Director Gary Millspaugh, 
Civic Managing Director Arlene 
Daily, Civic Board of Directors 
President Sharon Glassman 
of the College's Education 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CIVIC THEATRE   Department,      and      Allentown 
School District Arts Curriculum 

Coordinator Renee Lorenzetti, along with Allentown School District art teachers Jen 
Miller, Cindy Gunn, Susan Ford, Kim Burke, Jonathan Narmita, Trisha Samuel and 
Donna Puchyr. Allentown School District students and exhibit artists in attendance 
were Michael Rodriguez and Eric Valenzuela. 

ASD art teachers Jen Miller, Cindy Gunn, 
and Susan Ford. 

Muhlenberg graduate producing dance concert in Philadelphia 
BY MELISSA ROTH Muhelnberg 
LIFF. EDITOR graduate 

Jessica C. 
Warchal-King, now finishing her Master's 
Degree in Performance and Choreography 
at Temple University, is producing a thesis 
concert as part of the MFA Thesis Concert 
which questions the role and lack of 
morality and ethics in our society through 
modern dance. 

Warchal-King graduated from the 
College wjth a magna cum laude and will 
receive her MFA in Dance from Temple 
University in May. She is a member of the 
Nora Gibson Performance Project, is an 
apprentice with Kun-Yang Lin/Dancers, 
and has both performed and presented 
choreography throughout the mid-Atlantic 
region. She has also performed nationally 
and regionally for recognized independent 
choreographers, such as Lisa Kraus, Tiffany 
Mills, Deana DeHart, Pat Catterson, Danny 
Buraczewski, Jacques d'Amboise, and 
Nicholas   Leichter.   Warchal-King  is   also 
a major advocate of dance through education and is the co-founder of the InHale 
Performance Series, a community initiative which presents the work of emerging and 
established artists in the Philadelphia area, at the Chi Movement Arts Center. 

Warchal-King's thesis concert, microcosmic current, is a physical examination of 
the experiences felt due to emotional violence, such as a pounding chest, butterflies, 
and shortness of breath. Grounded in research of the connection between the mind 
and the body and described by Christopher Atamain of the Village Voice as "clever, 
precisely choreographed," the performance expresses what happens to the body when 
the mind experiences chaos and endeavors to answer the question of whether or not 
it is possible to disintegrate the mind from the body and the experiences from the 
individual. She also explores the sacredness of the human form and how experiences 
can develop empathy and compassion where words alone fail. Through eight women 

who share an environment where 
their bodies intertwine and morph 
on the stage by circulating, pulsing, 
whispering, and surging, Warchal- 
King delves into the depth of a 
person's isolation within a society 
that is obsessed with social 
connection. ' 

Assissting Warchal-King with 
her performance are musician- 
composer Christopher Farrell, 
founder of the World/Jazz 
ensemble the RitMo Collective and 
lighting designer Jimena Alviar, 
along with dancers Cassandra 
Cotta, Dominique Dalia, Sarah 
Masluk, Camille Moten, Caitlin 
Quinn, Megan Quinn, and Angela 
Sigley. 

The MFA Thesis Concert also 
includes two other dance works, 
The Rented World produced by 

PHOTO BY THOMAS BETHELL Angela Sigley, who is a Lehigh 
Valley native and graduate from 

DeSales University and Dis/connect by Laura Zimmerman, who is orginally from 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin and is a graduate from the University of Wisconsin. Both 
will receive their Master's Degrees from Temple along with Warchal-King. All three 
dance pieces can be seen at both performances. 

The concert can be seen on Mar. 26 at 7:30 pm and Mar. 27 at 2:30 pm and 7:30 
pm at the Conwell Dance Theater, Temple University which is located at the corner 
of North Broad Street and Montgomery in Philadelphia. 

Tickets are $20 general admission, $15 students and senior citizens, $10 with 
Dance USA Philadelphia Dance Pass, $5 students with OWLcard. Tickets are 
available online at www.liacourascenter.com, by phone at 800-298-4200, or can be 
purchased with cash-only at the Liacouras Center Box Office, 1776 North Broad 
Street, Mon.-Sat. 10 am-5 pm. 

Emerging  choreographers Angela Sigley, Jessica Warchal-King, and Laura 
Zimmerman. 

http://www.liacourascenter.com

