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E N L I S T IN T H E " F I G H T " 
The Cowl today urges the support of every 

Providence College student in a fight against 
the tons of filthy and immoral literature flood
ing the magazine market today. On page six 
of this issue will be found a pledge blank 
which every student is earnestly asked to sign 
and to submit to The Cowl office before Tues
day of next week. 

In an editorial entitled "The Devil's Press". 
The Providence Visitor, diocesan weekly, yes
terday launched a "fight to the finish" against 
"this great traffic of filth". Students of Prov
idence College are asked in the editorial to aid 
in the crusade. Every student can aid in this 
crusade by filling out the pledge blank pub
lished in this issue of The Cowl. These pledges 
will be given to the editor of the Visitor as a 
concrete expression of the spirit of coopera
tion manifested by the students of Providence 
College. 

Fill out the blank, forward it to the office 
of this newspaper .and help in this "fight to 
the finish"! 

E M B A R R A S S I N G T O W H O M ? 
"It is always embarrassing when the men 

of God, who are under the injunction to turn 
the other cheek and suffer all things patiently, 
begin to call for battle, murder, and sudden 
death in the name of their religion." So writes 
Jay Franklin, Washington columnist, in the 
local Tribune of Jan. 4. "Today," he continues, 
"with one great religious communion endors
ing General Franco's blood-drenched rebellion 
against the lawful Spanish government... it 
is time to pause and ask whether a man or a 
nation can get anywhere by denying the moral 
origins of his own civilization and substituting 
the sword of Caesar for the peace of God." 

Mr. Franklin blithely ignores pertinent 
fact and fails to recognize the existence of such 
a thing as justice. He thinks we should be em
barrassed because large numbers of the Cath
olic clergy and of Catholic papers have de
clared their support of the Insurgent forces. 

For centuries the Catholic Church, has 
stood with the light of history shining upon 
her great wars, the Crusades. The Crusades 
were religious wars. Yet, who has ever been 
embarrassed by them? The writer does not 
say. Certainly they can but be a source of pride 
to us, for they testify to the Catholic determin
ation to fight for the right when peaceful 
means have been exhausted. The future of re
ligious liberty in Spain depends on the success 
of the Franco army. Why ought anyone to be 
"embarrassed" because he is fighting for reli
gious liberty? 

He speaks of rebellion against "lawful" 
government. Does he mean lawful as to its 
constitution or as to its operation? In either 
case he errs gravely, as even a casual examina
tion of the true state of affairs will indicate. 

The Christian doctrine on the justice of 
war is plain and simple. It is lawful and laud
able to resort to violence to repel the unjust 
aggressor. Especially is this true when reli
gious principles are at stake. But it applies to 
others as well. 

If the writer were conversant with the 
principles of justice, with the natural law, 

with the doctrines of religion, with unbiased 
accounts of the Spanish situation, he would 
see that the peace of God will come to Spain 
now only through the sword. 

I N T R A M U R A L SPORTS 
Father Quinn's clear and pointed statement 

at a recent assembly that he would do every
thing possible to insure intramural athletics 
at Providence College is a sincere recognition 
by the Athletic department that a class sports 
program is necessary. We hope however, that 
some parts of this program may be put into 
operation now, when they are so vitally need
ed to complete the rounded education due every 
student. 

Every attempt to run an intramural athletic 
schedule at the College has always met with 
handicaps of one kind or another. At times 
it was equipment. At times it was student 
interest. At times it was lack of suitable play
ing accommodations. These can be overcome. 
They must be overcome. 

With the retrenchment of the athletic 
program which is now being undertaken we 
can reasonably expect a slight increase in the 
emphasis placed on athletics as part of the 
college program. That can be attested by the 
abundant and welcome publicity which has fol
lowed the forming of the Athletic Council and 
its various activities. And with that vigorous 
athletic program we can expect more equip
ment and more of a chance for each student to 
get out on the basketball floor or the football 
field. 

Student interest, if it is apathetic, and at 
present, there seems to be a lively support 
waiting for any intramural program, should 
be devebped. If necessary, it should be forced. 
Physical training in some way will have to be 
made compulsory and with the expansion of 
college resources intramural sports can be 
made an integral part of a compulsory training 
for every student. 

Under the present athletic system there 
are adequate fields for football but the facili
ties for basketball games are somewhat hamp
ered in the crowded auditorium. This could 
doubtlessly be obviated by a rigid system of 
schedules wh-ich would forestall any overlap
ping or conflicts. 

It is perhaps too optimistic to wish the 
adoption of a comprehensive intramural pro
gram within the Immediate future. But there 
is no reason why it cannot fee gradually in
augurated from beginnings made now. May 
we commend Father Quinn for his determina
tion to introduce intramural athletics but may 
we also hope that his words will be backed by 
quick, tangible action. 

A T T E N D T H E B A L L ! 

The participation by the Very Reverend 
President, by the College orchestra, and by 
students of the College in radio programs urg
ing attendance at the Birthday Ball is a com
mendable manifestation of Christian Charity. 
It is gratifying to see Providence College in 
the forefront of this public-spirited movement. 

Yet, mere assent to the worthiness of the 
project will not be enough. The Birthday 
Ball has for its object the relief of paralysis 
sufferers and the prevention of further spread 
of the disease. The scientific research and the 
hospital expenses involved call for our finan
cial support. The best and most enjoyable way 
of giving this is attending the affair. To do 
so in the spirit of Christian Charity can bring 
us an infinite reward, for we shall be serving 
God with dancing feet. 

Q U O T A B L E Q U O T E S 
(By Associated Collegiate Press) 

"If we replace the obsolete, sterile, and re
pressive curriculum of our school with a dy
namic purpose to build originating, participat
ing human beings, we can have in a single gen
eration a nation of singers, artists, inventors, 
scientists, poets, musicians, architects and 
builders." Prof. Holland D. Roberts, Stanford 
University, declares that creative education 
is needed to replace mechanical teaching of a 
subject. 

"Many textbooks used in schools today 
are not yet free of material that breeds inter
national dislikes and love for war. Any effec
tive education for peace must be based on 
sound classroom procedure." M . L . Beck, pro
fessor of education at the Alabama Polytech
nic Institute, thinks the best service the class
room can render is to set up a defense 
mechanism proof against fallacious reasoning 
and high-powered salesmanship. 

"Educators no longer look upon the emo
tions as a disease which we can get rid of by a 
kind of inoculation." The president of Vassar 
College. Dr. Henry McCracken believes we 
have also abandoned the social code which 
pretends any surrender to the emotions is 
indecent. 

Inquiring Reporter 
The question: What do you think 

of F r . Coughlin's return to the air? 
John H . Fanning—Senior—Pre-Law. 

I think that Fr . Coughlin. if he 
uses moderation in his addresses and 
refrains from emotional appeals and 
name calling orgies, has great poten
tial influence in correcting the social 
and economic abuses so prevalent in 
ihe United States today He has the 
necessary ability and knowledge and, 
1 think, the confidence of many Amer
icans, Catholic, Protestant and Jew 
alike." 

Frank Tirocchi—Junior—Pre-Med. 

"I think that F r . Coughlin snould 
not have returned to the air. 1 do 
not think that he could do any good. 
His return may start a new party. 
This is not necessary, for the affairs 
of our country have been well man
aged by the present political parties." 

Wil l iam J . Jones—Sophomore—Pre-
Med. 

"Fr. Coughlin's return to the air 
does not affect me in the least. He is 
trying to perform a miracle in our 
economic structure. I once read that 
his idea why the national elections 
are held is to determine which band 
of robbers is to be sent to Washing
ton to loot the Treasury. He is like 
most of the other reformers. He al
ways criticizes, but does not offer any 
practical solution." 

Wil l iam E . Palmer — Sophomore — 
Arts. 

"I think that Fr . Coughlin is at the 
head of the class of reformers. While 
I think that some of his ideas seem 
to be absurd, others seem to be prac
tical. He gives the poor people un-
revised and uncensored facts of the 
malpractices of some of the high 
officials in our government. He can 
do much good if he holds to his idea 
of being the champion of the people." 

Robert A . LeLane—Freshman—Pre-
Med. 

"I think that Fr . Coughlin's return 
to the air wil l be beneficial to the 
people of this country. The people are 
more readily inclined to accept the 
information thai he gives them than 
the information of propaganda-spread
ing politicians. I believe that he is 
trying his best to give them the facts 
which wi l l help to formulate the 
proper opinions of politicians in pow
er, and thus bring into action the 
powerful vote of the people to give 
us a better government." 

Theatre Notes 
"Julius Caesar" in modern dress, 

smash hit of the Mercury Theatre of 
New York, will open at the Playhouse. 
Providence. January 17 for two days. 
This streamlined version of Shake
speare's tragedy, presented in associa
tion with Alex Yokel, producer of 
"Three Men On A Horse." wil l then 
move to Hartford. 

Without scenic embellishments and 
flowing Roman togas—the actors wear 
street clothes and modern military 
uniforms of indeterminate nationality 
—the Mercury Theatres "Julius Cae
sar" dispels the belief that a classic 
is remote and obscure. 

As Richard Watts of the New York 
Herald-Tribune wrote: "so fresh and 
invigorating and alive is the presen
tation arranged by the valiant new 
Mercury Theatre, so completely is it 
lacking in any suggestion of academic 
pompousness. that "Julius Caesar" 
emerges as something you probably 
never expected it of being—an excit
ing tense and very modern play and a 
great show." 

Directed by 22 year-old Orson Wel
les, the Mercury production uses only 
a bare stage, a few platform levels 
and nothing more than the bricks of 
the back wall of the theatre, thus 
stripping the play to the essentials of 
an acting performance. 

Members of the Mercury Theatre's 
regular acting company have been re
cruited for the cast. 

PlainTalking 
By 

Norman J. Carignan. '39 

Leg ion OF decency SHOULD 
T A K E L E A D 

The murky waters of the surging 

flood of indecent literature rush on. 

The noble structures of morality and 

morals waver beneath the disintegrat

ing power of this unbridled and un

principled force. Apostles and preach

ers of ethics loudly proclaim their 

doctrines but their words are lost in 

the maelstrom. Alone the Catholic 

Church stands as the sole bulwark 

against indecency in literature unaid

ed by popular opinion but steadfast in 

its principles. 

Particularly during the last two 

years the literature market has been 

glutted with the most indecent and il

licit sort of magazines and books Pro

testations of all sorts are to no avail 

The magazine market successfully 

maintaining its usual low standard has 

taken on new life with the recent 

vogue of the picture magazine. There

in the modern reader may find in pic

torial presentation what their minds 

have been imagining heretofore. 

That some definite plan of attack 

against this type of literature should 

be taken, there is no doubt. That the 

Catholic Church will take unified and 

concentrated steps to eradicate this 

evil, there is no doubt at all. At pres

ent however, there seems to be the 

lack of a unified force against inde

cent literature, such as the Legion of 

Decency maintains on motion pictures. 

The good that the Legion has done 

both to the motion picture industry 

and to the public is apparent and can

not be denied Since the Legion of 

Decency began checking on the mo

tion pictures, a higher grade of films 

has been shown in our theatres And 

since then this organization has made 

its influence felt in every quarter. It 

should then with this prestige take the 

lead in the fight against indecent liter

ature. 

Recently a spokesman for the Le

gion of Decency declared that the or

ganization could not take on the fight 

against this type of literature without 

hindering the workings of the Legion 

in its present phase. This can be eas

ily perceived since the members would 

have to take on double duties with the 

ultimate sacrifice of one of the other. 

Yet the Legion of Decency should rec

ognize that it is the most potent fac

tor against indecency and therefore 

should take the lead in combatting 

this evil. If this cannot be undertak

en under the present organization, a 

division of the Legion's activities is 

not beyond reason. 

Specifically the Legion could divide 
itself into a group to keep vigil on 
the motion pictures and another to 
combat indecency in literature. This 
latter department could be organized 
with specific duties to carry out the 
Church's doctrines pertaining to im
moral literature. The motion picture 
division could continue its present ac
tivities and work independently of the 
other department. Both these depart
ments would work separately under 
the name of the Legion of Decency. 

It is out belief that under this plan 
the Legion of Decency could combat 
effectively the evils of immoral litera
ture. The prestige of the Legion alone 
could he a determining factor in this 
fight. The Catholic Church is the most 
powerful and effective influence 
against indecency today and the Le
gion of Decency is its most potent 
agency. It is therefore quite proper 
to ask this organization to take the 
lead. 
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