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RED RIDDLE ai
By &

AL BRIDWELL
Former Sheriff

Scioto County, Ohio
As told to FRANK H. WARD

(Below) John Scott point

to the spot in Millar's R

where he found the rusty

double-barreled shotguni

discovery which broke th
cane

(Above) Carrie Burton, She was of assistance to the

officers in suggesting a possible motive for the crime
at Blue Goose




I BLUE GOOSEKE

| ¥Run, Roscoe, and get helpt"
wreamed Mary  Burton
(tight) ta her son, am she
fell on her lknees beside the
| till form of her slain huabsnd
I

s pve -

HE October night was intensely still after

the rain. A languid wind stirred and rustled

fitfully among the few leaves remaiping on

the tree that stood, sentinel-like, on the

west side of the Blue Goose Tavern in
4 Lucasville, Ohia.

A man drew close to the protecting tree trunk. He
stood there inan attitude of watchful hostility, his face
dark with malevolence. His glance was directed at Bill

Burton, whose head and shou(lllders weré visible through

the nearest window.

The feeble light from an oil lamp within the room was
augmented for 4 second by the flare of a match as Burton
lit his pipe. While Burton puffed contentedly, the watcher
flattened himself against the building and ‘sidled toward
the window.

Eyes, narrowed to steely points, surveyed the interior of
the kitchen. Only Burton; his wife, Mary, and their two
voungest children, Roscoe, thirteen, and Walter, eleven,
were i, the room. Walter was on his mather’s lap, asleep.
Roscoe was on 8 stool at their side. The back of Bill Bur-
ton's head was six inches from the window,

The watcher lifted a shotgun on a right angle to his
shoulder. Vicious eyes gleamed down the barrel, which was
levelled at Burton’s head. The man who clasped the trig-
ge_;ﬁwas breathing through lips that were drawn bac
stiffly.

As the barrel of the gun pressed against the glass a look
of terror suddenly came inta Mary Burton's eyes. She was
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40 Master Detective

staring beyond her hus-
band into the darkness,
I'he woman arpeared
paralyzed with fear
and, if she tried 10
screnm, olarm  stilled
her voice.

Cor-a~c-k!

A volley roared out,
annihilating the silence.
The terrific charge
rocked  the kitchen,
shattering the window
pane into a thousand
pieces. Billl Burton was
the only person within
the tra_“lcclury of the
shot. “The pointblank
valley struck Burton on
the left side of the
head, spun him about,
pitched him fto the
floor. Some of the
buckshot rattled and
ricochetted about the
OO

Pandemonium swept
the small room. The
world seemed 1o recede
from Mary Burton and
leave her sitting in va-
cancy. Little Walter awoke to a world of acrid smell.
curling smoke dnd buming Eunpowdcr. For a second the
mother and children ‘watched the smoke eddying upwatds,
numb with the horror of it.

Then, with startling suddenness, the voices of the wife
and sons echoed through the room. Mary Burton rushed
to the side of her slain husband, and fell on her knees, her
lips moving in silent prayer.

“Run, Roscoe, and get help!" Mrs. Burton screamed to
her oldest boy, He scurried into the night like a frightened
rabbit, toward the home of his married brother, Charles
Burton, The latter brought Constable W. R. Jacobs on the
run,
It was a little after eight o'clock that pight of October
27th, 1932, when 1 received the news from Constable Jacobs
at Portsmouth, our cmmte' seat, | set out immediately with
two of my deputies, E. E, Ridge and Irvin Ross, and Cor-
oner Vernon E. Fowler. Fowler, 4 Bhorographer by pro-
fession, packed along & camera and flashlight bulbs,

A bulldog, chained to a staple driven into the east side
of the Blue Goose, barked dismally as we approached. [t
occurred 1o me then that if the dog had been kept on the
west side our trip that night might have been unnecessary.,

WE found the left side of Burton's face almost blown
away. Most of the buckshot was still in the murdered
man’s head, just above the ear. The slayer had been so
close to Burton when he fired that some of the shot went
clear through the victim's head, emerging on the other side.

Constable Jacobs, in response 1o my tefephonic sugges-
tion, had kept the room just as it was when Burton fell.
After Coroner Fowler had taken a couple of flashlight pic-
tures, we picked all the shot from the body of the victim,
and from the walls, for the purpose of weighing it 1o de-
termine the gauge of the lethal weapon,

“This is No, 6 shot, AL" announced Fowler, who has ac-
quired quite a reputation as a criminalogist in our seclion,
‘ htj combined weight indicates that a J2-gauge shotgun was
used.”

We drove the county car up to the west side of the build-
ing and played its headlights on the spot where the mur-
derer had stood. Constable dlacobs had had the foresight
to place pots and pans over deep footprints in the wet and
soggy ground to protect them. There seemed to be two
distingt sets of tracks leading from the broken window 1o
Millar's Run in the réar. One set had been made by a
heavy man who walked pigeon-toed. The other prints were
those of 4 smaller and lighter man. We could not put much
credence in this evidence, as we didn’t know when the tracks
had been made, but they did emphasize how easy it would

In the darkness the
barrel of & gun pressed
ggainst the window
pane, & volley roared.
gnd William Burton
(Jaft) fell tothe ground
the victim of a phan:
tom marksman

be for the killer to escape through the bottom lands:

We discussed the setting of the murder as we spun along
the ten-mile stretch of State Raute No. 23. In the old days
when the two-story frame store-building the Burtons decu-

jed was resplendent with shiny white.and a trim of Alice

fue, we called it the Blue Goose,

But time had wrought devastating changes. The Blus
Goose, standing on stilts a foot high as protection against
the turbulent 'imbits of Millar’s Run, 1 the rear, now
foaked like a stranded Noah's Ark. The unused storeroom
was. vacant, cobwebby and dirty. There wis nothing in it
but a lopg bar and feotrail, |

Steeping quarters on the second floor gave evidence of
teeming occupancy as the headlights of our car threw into
relief the pillows and sheets from unmade beds; projecting
through open windows for their daily airing.
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SSplit red death into
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Me main highway and quiet |
xed with fittle knots of curious, €
Sis aflame with the night’s
il men of ‘the village were i
o woods, their heads
i for a trail, & clue; 1o the vinished assassi
Tor Bill Burton was well liked

e knew him g5 a mild-manne

hreshing through
bent forward,
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red man whiose greatest

Bl wis @ taste for moonshine whiskey that he sometimes

Riddle
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Blue Goose e o }

manufactured when work was slack at the sawmill and
there was no butchering to do. That day Bill and his
brother, Joe, who lived with him, had been butchering for
a farmer on the other side of the village.

Joe Burton was cursing his luck because he hadn't been
home when his brother was killed. He and Bill, being just
a year apart in age, had always played and worked 10-
gether, he told us Toe,, the older, was forty-five.

"“We had beén butchering up at the J. H, Brant place,
all day, Bill and 1" explaine Joe Burton, “lt was after
dark when we got home, Supper was on the table, and we
all pitched in. Then the kids cracked walnuts while Mary
and Bill and 1 talked.”

The conversation, Joe said, Was about the hattle be-
tween Franklin D. Roosevelt and Herbert Hoover for the
presidency, and also about Carrie Burton, who had just
written that she was coming home from Columbus in a
day or twa for a long visit with her brothers and parents.

“Mary and Bill were just remarking how happy they
would be to have their daughter home when | remembered
we had promised to retum the butchering knife that night
to George Jacobs,” continued Joe. "I wanted to stretch my
legs a bit, s0 | started down the road, | heard the shot
just as | reached the Jacobs' place, and came rushing back
with George and Louis Gresn, who was visiting George.”

MAR\' BURTON remembered that the last thing on her
husbanid’s mind was his dog.

“He was just remarking that Brant had asked him if it
wis true that he had a blue-eyed bulldog, when that shot
came,” sobbed the widow. “He wis smiling about it when
he fell towayd uvs, Tt was lucky the stove was between
us and the window, or we would ?ch got it, 100.”

Neither Joe Burtan, Mary Burton, nor her grown som,
Charles, could offer any explanation of the murder, Know-
ing that men don't _Fu about haphazardly shootin through
windows, we pressed the relatives far some lead that would
disclose a motive. Finally ‘one of them remarked that Fred
Harrison, an itinérant relative, had forced himsell on the
Burtons Wednesday night, after s ding Tuesday night in
the Salvation Army flophouse in ortsmouth.

“Bill ordered Fred out when we came home for lunch,
Thursday,” commented Mary Burton. “Bill explained that
we couldn't afford to keep him, as work was slack and food
prices going up.”

“1f you f]unt keep me, you won't keep anybody,” Harri-
son sharled as he departed, according to Mary: Burton.

We didn't consider this lead so important until several

townsfolk told us they had seen 2 man resembling Harrison
in build, ninning down the road immediately after the shot.
Then | sent my depu-
ties 1o Nauvoo, a town
ten miles away, where
[farrison’s sister; Mrs
John  Bosworth, re
sided.
Arriving at Il & M,
my men found Harrison
in bed in the Bosworth
home. Harrison- de-
clined to gcl up and be
questioned, so he was
taken out of bed and
persuaded to dress,

Harrison's story was
that, he had come 10
Partsmouth from
Michigan, two days be-
fore the murder, taking
up his residence at the
Salvation Army head-
quarters Tuesday night.
On Wednesday he wen!
to the Blue Goose and
spent the night there
Harrison denied quar-
reling with Bill Burton
saidd  he appreciated
that Bill couldn’t af-
ford to keep him, an
vehemently denied
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making the threat attributed to
tim by Mrs. Burton,

Lipon leaving the Blue Goose,
Harrison continued, he walked part
way to the Baosworth place and
thumbed a ride the balance of the
distance. He chopped wood all af-
ternoon, and that was why he re-
tired so carly, as he was tired.

THE most  damaging evidence

aﬂ;ainsl Harrison was given by
Ercel Lyons. Lyons told us he met
Harrison near the Blue Goose soon
after the shooting and, when Har-
rison inquired what the excitement
was about and was informed sume-
one was shot, Harrison remarked,
“That's too bad,” and kept right on
walking, without inquiring further,
Lyons said Harrison had something
in his right hand, concealed under
his overcoat,

We lodged Harrison in jail, and
early Friday morning we began i
<earch of the bottom lands, We
suspected that the Jethal weapon
was in the creek, as a set of foot=
prints had described an arc from
the broken window to Millar's
Run, thence back on to the road.
The creek was running hi{;h, and
otr search wis unsuccessful,

In our investigation, we found a

Master Detective

(Laff) Deputy Arthur Oskes, now
Sheriff, examines the rusty shotgun
which had been sought for so long
and which pinned the crime on the
guilty. (Below) In foreground is the
Qeorge Jocobs place, to which the
victim's brother Joe was bound when
he heard the shot at the Blue Goose
(marked by arrow)

staple in the west side
building, under the [
window, similir to, thatd
which the bulldog was'8
on the opposite side off
stricture, Shreds of
from the blue-eyed bulldl
rope clung to the stapies
1o the clapboards of
house.

When neighhors told™
that the dog was ustally’
on that swde, we inq‘
when it had been M
Mary Burton was aufhor
for the statement thatl
animal had  been im0l
Thursday on ber hushan
orders, because the rain)
been coming from the
and' flooding the ground
der the house at the




4 . usually. took refuge from

& queer quitk of fate that
. ughtfuiness for his dog
el 3 safeguard which undoubt-
i luve prevented his murder.

B 3% though there was a fairly
SStantial case against Harrison.
Bt place s shoes were of an un-
e size, apd could have made
wieiprints under the window.
Y Ve vec(r{v muddy that mght
s Arrested,

B BURTON and Jack Wright,
84 0 of Frank ‘Wright, who
yicnity, told us
ath Hurrison ane
their bare feet

ing near the (Right) Sheriff Al
i that felt like a Bridwell, former New
York Giant short-
stop, who tells the
stary of the horror
at. Blue Goose and
the plot that lay
behind it

! (4 '{:"‘.: |’ _--_‘ . ‘-".:'i

As to motive, besides Mary Bur-
ton's story of the threat when he
was ordered to leave, we learned
that Harrison and Joe Burton were
bath very friendly toward a cer-
1ain woman in Lucasville, and the
pussibility arosé that if Harrison
did the shooting, he might haye
thought it was ﬁxs rival, Joe, sit-
ting by the window instead of Bill.
The brothers resembled each other.

So on Friday, on request of
Prosecutor Cameron Meachem, E.
E. Ridge, one of my deputies;
filed & charge of first-degree mur-
der against Harrison. Harrison
was taken to the murder scene that
night, and to view Bill Burten's
bady in the undertaking parlors at
Lucasville, in the hope that he
might break. All he did was to
twitch his fingers nervously as he
viewed the body, and remark, “It's
awful.”

The next day Prosecutor
Meachem. orclered the arrest of
Harrison's sister, Mrs. Bosworth,
and her husband, becoming con-
yinced that they were lying a5 to
Harrison's whereabouts the night
of the murder. Mrs, Bosworth im-
mediately changed her story, and
said Harrison left her home right
after  (Contimuied on page 59)
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Rnot retiirns nngdl just be-
% airrived 10 arrest him.

et T Portsmouth Muni-
oy, on n charge of firat-
Bifarriion demanded a pre-
g \\hl(.h was feld Novem-
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tiut the net of ciretm=
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i Grndd Jury met anil
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e On Januuey 1st, 1033

i siccoeded  Mrosecutor
% A fow Weelis later o
RRt ook i the Burton

1, 100, reliised 10 in-
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o alitionsl evidence, o
T s, s sister and
Pl been released Jong “tre-

fnmm-m of any, win-

sy Bur:nn wits having
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s 150 paliey on her
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IN THE
OLD KENT UC[W

. .. was born z‘é:.s'
amazmy SUCCESS: :

CrabOrehard Kentucky
straight bourbon whis-
key is vemarkable; be-
canse it is good whiskey
—at a priee rizht down
‘\'hﬂm 'hc Zl\'ﬂl’ugc man
can afford 1t
Today it is America’s
favorite, with the amaz-
ing regord of eight times
as many buyers a2 only
a few months ago. You'll look long delicions and satin-smooth. Aceept
to mateh its smooth aad mellow  no substitutes,
flavor anywhere under §1.50 @ pint, Have you tried Crab Orchard
Straighter whiskey never came out lately? Now at all bars and stores,
of the deep Blue Grass, 1t's aged full
fifteen months—brought to you A GOOD GUIDE
straizht from the barrel. At full 93 s
proof, it's brilliant with natural color, el “é.:...,l:‘.'m" ;i,'!.'l;ﬁ".‘f" e Prodiets

s}\

Emaorny F. Smith
nt, James B.
wth the Sheriff's
th for the trigger-
mnn

Confidence In
The Advertised Product

That our readers may have confidence in the
advertising that appears in these pages, MASTER
DETECTIVE agrees to support every advertisement
with a guarantee of satisfaction or money back.

Qur policy of rigid censorship has been respon-
| sible for the rejection of many advertisements
] whiich we believe to be misleading, false, unfair to
4 prospective purchasers.

Of every advertiser, we demand that his prod-
’ uct or service be sold in conformance with public
interest. His product or service must be safe to
use and of value for the purpose advertised. His
I copy must contzin no claims that cannot be sub-
| stantiated.

Since it is impossible to guard against every
contingency, we ask that our readers aid our
policy of protection by reporting promptly eny
unsatisfactory dealings they may have with ad-
vertisers.
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WHEN YOU BUY THE
sesedosOnsse

® Why gambie when you buy razor
blades? In Probuk Jr. you get thi
product of the world's Inrgese blade
maker at the sensational low price of
4 for 10c. This blade romps chrough
rough whiskers without pull or irri-
tution. Ty it
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Master Deteetive

"It might be Billy, he bay so many

encmies,” said Joe Burton (aboye),

when he heard that someonec had
been ahint

Burtah had been unduly intimate. with
litank Wright—rumars both had vehes
mently dettied to me as being unte.

My second term as Sherift began alon
with Prosecuitor Smith’s first term, and
Kept hopibg thiat F could break the case
hefore ! went ont of office. 1 knew it
couhin®t be done
weapot were found.

Diring my eleven years ns shortstop
with the New York Gants and ather Na-
tional Leagoe basehall teams, | partice
patel in many squeeze pluys but never
Was 1 o so tight a place as when my
ditys as ShenfT drew near o close and
there was that murder case stnunded an
the bass, anly needing a pingh sinule 10
bli'"): it home.

Whetiever my men were not otherwise
ehgagod, | had them up there st Luciss
ville scouting aronnd in the bushes. o to
sptaks, trying 10 find thut 12-gauge <hol-
un. Thon Just two days befors my -
ond term a5 Shenfl ended, and within a
few days. of the second anniversary of the
mirder, the breall came—mind you, nearly
o vears after the ornme ocgutied.

Water m Millar's Run had begun to (2]
abiut the middle of Octaber, 1934 apd
at ALK Senday morning, (October 215
tWa bays: huntimg. bullfregs found o rasty,
double-barreled, 12-gange shotgun in the
weeds. There were two shells in it ope
empty and the other lopded. The latter
wats packed with No, i shol, the same kind
as that taken drom ‘Bill Burton's head

tniesy  the murder

HE bovs: rushed 1o the home of

Charles Burtom son of the sliin man,
with their findl He immediately identified
the wenpon as the property’ of hig Lncle,
Joe Burton: The jov | experienced. oves
the news can be imagined.

We mshed to: Lugasville and peakibel
fine: Burton. He acknowledwed thar he
wd owned the gurs up oniil a 0w months
before the murder, buy said he had sokd
it inea secand-hand stere o Galla Streer
in Portsmouth o few weeks prior to the
tragedy. 1ie coulun’s aceount far the gan
having' been found i the water, nan coulil
he prok out the stoce an Gallia Strvet

Fhe next dhy Deputy Oukes filed
chianrge af murder agamst Joe Burton. We
agmin’ hond & faiely good circumstantial
case. (Fiest, fe admitted he Bad owned
the gun. Second, the blyceyid bulldog
not only had been moved from His gee
customed place under the window, but,
not barking “av the appearance of the
staver, must fve known him, Thind, Joe
had left the house i few minutes. before
the murder and for ten minutes of  the
hall hour he was gone he could not se-
count for kis whereabouts. Fourth, he had

approached the Jacobs' house fram the

rear. from the dinstiin off
I had Sam Peeblist #
county surveyors office (s
Uring. He found fhshies
feit botween the Buttons
homes. 10 Wirs 652 fest St
the credk where the gun wib
Burton: Bome, and| 48 {68
place ) the Jrcobs fipuss
ten minutes to walk the
credk, and Joe had Hesh
Blue Goose for half-an Holn
It became appirent in ne i
A very mportant Gt
Gearge faedbs said that Joes
enteres] hiy house theouph 8
after the shot was fir
he told. Joe that Louls G
the rond to investiate =N
"It might be Billy, be has i)
mies" Abaout Jifteett minptes i
told s, the trio walked
haime. 3
Green satd he difd not nwetl
Wiy to the Blue Gopse, and
this by saying he had st
towand the creel for a mi
necessity, thien retumed 10, e
Trying the front door 3{1
house and fimding it I
arounid to the rear and entend
tinned.

HE smaller footprints fond
window thar fatefol night
fore, fitted Joe Burton's shos
dbwn hand on the quistioning
disys. and mights. Joe - dimicl
his brothier, Knew he was i e
was amphicated in any way,
Kneehing in prayer a4t o s
Constable Jacobs. loe Biurtonh
fession. involviog himself, Fral
and his braothers wile, Mary B
Befgre the- tale hegan, ool
haled all the air in his s §
surprise at this. prefiminary sl
explainei thar he and \Wright ha
mta A Vhlood pact™ never 10
“Wright anJ I osed his pocks
prick our left amms” explyinelili
waited until the blood Hvmgll
héld each ather’s right hundey
isedd mever to tell the murder gl
as there was air i our bodies)
Cammenting that the air =
out of his hnﬁv. Jow: began o gl
its inceptinn: eighteon monthel
murder, whon he, \\"n{.’h’x and M
ton decided that Bl Bueton il
wanted his hrother killed Bica
ilerested. o promofing o e
ween Bills  eighteensyearall
Carrie. Burton, and’ hnnslic W
told us, wanied Bill our of e
ctmld continue illicit rolitiones)
wife, Marv. 1
In prepamation for the e T

County Investigator Cyrue K
He prepared decoy notes wifly
to trap the nccusef



¢ W, RB. Jacoby, the fhrst
geach the wcene of the
at the Blue Govse

I
istal owned by Wright, traded
o ek gave the shotgun to
A an alibi, ke and Wrghs took
mnd told fricnds they were
nio?nrtsmz.mh 1o sell, After
mp o, Pottsmouth, they ¢on-
e g in Wright's machine anil
il thicy hind seld it
pdiy of the murder, Mary Bur-
ghmbved 2 dresser from neaT 2
o the west side of the house so
irsbamd \hu(ll_d be forced to
linchiir by the windos that night.
e drser was moved, the boxes
fehizirs by the children were ar-
alit 3 vacant spice was Jeéft at
for Bil). After the eyening
frton andd - the children sta-
fves behind the stove, out of

s before the shooling, Joe
miel note from Mary Burion
!gmgld. feeling at the time
gintgined directions for the mur-
mulit, He didn't svant to be in
sl his brother was: killed, so
f.for the licobs’ hame. ke
Wrizht, standing in a ditch
i, and as he reached the
heard thee shot. Joe told us
threatencd him with death’ if

UGN related that after the
Wt fannd Be had said to Wright
Burtan:  “We three e in 2
i 18 Do use of any af uy try=
oot of the ring.  We are all
amtgnt s well tell the truth,
Il out. We had what we
alihis, bur we were just
t we were taking the
wido, hut- instead they were
pode’
the confession of Joe Burton,
wd his hrother's widow and

fonarmest. Mary Burton made

i sttements, alternately nam-
St und Jor: Burton s the trig-
Sl “admitted. having: been
prmonr for a petipd of eiiht
fHhe Wright place, in her own
VIEIDRS TETieavViis.

Hiino agoJoe winted me to tell
wm him so mich maney to
wonldn do it and s he
ta do it inyway,"” be
faw-of the victim, “So he and
1;_»'5 and || got. together ind
pout it 13&1 Frank sailf 1o go
da it and keep my mouth shut,

dMasier uvoyrCuiiy o

1 wanted Bill Killed because he wns
mean to me and was jedlons of IFrank
Joe wanted Bifl killed Because he was
mean- to himand € that he could be with
Carrte. Frank wonted Bill killed <o tha
e could be with me We were together
every chance we gut, especially while Bl
weas i igail for making Hyquor. They all
made liquor and: | sold it

“Joe told me that day he wis going 1o
KU BHL ) suyy hiva get the gun, Me had
it hidden at the creck, At dark Joe left
the house 16 take same 1o0ls to the neigh-
bor, and Bill said to hirry back: Joe
Inoked at me and sooned.  He frst
planned 1o wait for Bill to walk out on to
the back porch. When f«w left. | knew he
was going ta shoot Bill, and | sat in the
kitehen waititgg: for the shot.”

Mary Burton relitecd that Wrizht ol
]luc Blirton to toss the eun inta Millar's
tun. She. saicd that three days after ‘the
shooting Joe admittedd he was the aore
who put the gun against the window
pune and: fired.  Joe told her, she con-
tnued, that he had to wait antil some
automohiles passeil.  After the shooting,
Mary Burton said, Joe tossed the pun in
the creck. When the officers Began to
search for it there, Joe wanted Wright to
help: fish it out and hide it somewhere

clse, bt Wright reflsed, Mis. Burton
quoted Joe as telliig her.
In a later statement Mrs, [Burton

pamed Frank Wright as the actual wssas=

s,
‘lS.{\YS to him. 'Fraok, did syou Kill
Bill; are you the one that hilled
himr * <aid Mrs: Burton, “He saitd, 'l am
the man, No —— —— evet gives me the
lie and pets away with it | said to him,
‘What did you do with the gun?" and he
nnswered, Ran down the creckway and
threw 1t in o hole in the water” and then
added; ‘I don't mind ‘a Jittle thing like
that” That 1s all | remember ‘him. say-

[he duughter, Carrie Burton, admirtesl
that she had been keenly interested in
her Uncle Joe since she was: fifteen years
of age She smid that foe had tolid her he
was the one who killed her father;

Frank Wright admitted faying hadl
knowledge of the murder plan, but firmly
denied participating in itl He rold us: he
tad said nothing =sbout it becanse he
didn't think that Joe Burton would carry
out his thrent, ile confessed;, however,
that the wictun's wile had been his
clandestine sweetheart for venrs

We had established  the hour of the
murder ar 6:45 v, M. by n witness who
hod Jooked st his watch when ‘he henrd
the shotgun, The large footprints upder
the Blue Coose window could have been
made by Wright, so we checked his where-
ahouts thut night. Wright lived ahout
three miles from the Burton place, [ohn
MecMillan tolil us that he left his honte, 2
quarter of 3 mile from the Wright place,
at 045 that fateful Thursdsy night,
boumd for the Wright home.

_MeMillan had been hosking corn and
his wrist was swollen, he recalled, o when
his. mother told him fo gt home estly

He looked at his watch and noted the |

time, He said it took ten ninutes 1o walk
over and that He waited twenty minntes
belore Wright drove in with his son, Me-
Millan said Frank Wright usunlly plaved
the banjo when he hiatd company, but that
night he strimmed oncthe strings for dnly
“hall a piece” ‘and then laid the banjo
askile.

Wiight denied that he participated | in
the plans, other than to listen o Jds of
Mary' Burton, Te said he tried to indoce
them not to kill Bill Bogton.

BN knew for seyeral wears that his
wife and | were intimate” said Wyight,
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NYONE with a shorter neck would be
bowled over by that never-cleaned

pipe and gorilla tobacco. Now, we believe
that a pipe is the world’s swellest smoke
if properly tended and packed witha clean-
burning, pleasant-smelling tobacco like Sir
Wilter Raleigh, Sir Walter —to use a
much abused phease—is defitely milder.
It's 2 well-aged Kentucky Burley mixture
that burns cool and slow while giving off a
winning fragrance. Try a tin. Giraffes;
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will seck your company and applaud the
aroma. 1 §f—wrapped in heavy gold foil.
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Youwillappear many inches
shimmer at oace and in ten
short daysyourwaist line will
actually be 3 inches smaller
«+« 3 inches of fat gone of no cost!
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every move! Gives orect, athietic
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‘ Experiences of thousands of
men luml’r us in making you
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REDUCE your WAIST
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THE WEIL COMPANY, INC.
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Master Detective

"hut he did nor seem to care, Sumelimes
when 1 swolld call at Kis house he woulid
go out, leaving 'us ilone together, Bill
antd [were the !iwsl of Friends, working o=
pother for ten veais. We made liguor,
and Mary bootlegaed it

Wright smid be did not hear of his
friend’s Jdeath gntil twentyifour hours af-
feer 10 hatl ocourred. In suppirt af s con-
tention that he was at home when the
murder was committed, Weigtht  referred
us to his «n-inlaw and daughter, They
safd they swere parked in Wright's yaxd,
waiting for Him, anif that he came ?mmc
at & time which would have made (L im-
possible for him' to have been ‘the trigger
man

Wright told jus that he had stated that
Joe Burton had pawned the shotgun 'in
dortsmouth, bécause Joe and Mary Bur-
ton had asked him to,

Wright admittéd he hadinot visited the
Burton home for eight months alter the
murder because he feared his presence
there would cause susgiicion against him in
view of his intimacy with Mrs. Burton.

In all, Mary urton  sianes!  thees
statements, alternating  the blame  be-
tween her lover and Ei\er Brothér-in-law,
She said she “loved Wright a livtle™ and
apreed with Wright that she dill' nov see
him for eight months aftér the murder,
At that time she went m Wright's shack
in the hollow, she said, because she heand
annfther woman was there,

' hreakiast on the dJay ke was killed,
A her hushand put his akms arotind her,
wld her he had dresmed spmething was
going to happen—a death in the family—
and warned’ her to be eareful] the widow
relared,

‘The Grand Jory indicted Wright, loe
Burton and Mary Burton for first-degree
murder ‘an the conspintcy. theory. 1o thé
hope of clanfying the matter as 1o who
actually fired the shot, Sherifi  Arthur
Oukes. a deputy who sucoeeded me in
office tapuary Ist, 135 armmged 1o make
the passing of notes in jal among the trio
nn edsy matier

The Prosecutor. Emory F. Smith; his
desistant, Japes: B Miller, and County
Ipvestigator Cyrus Kahl worked with the
Sheeills office.  Knhl  and Constable
Jacobs prepared some decoy notes, signcd
with Frank Weight's: mitials; and’ smug-
gled them to Mary Burton 1o start the
ball” rolling. A trusty was the interme-
tiafy.

The suspeets rose to: the bait fike &
rrour to o My, The love lerters became
knbwn as “pie plate notes,” a5 Mary Bur-
ton usually hought & ‘ric for Wnght, nnd
it her nores concealed butween' the pie
and @ paper plite, It gov so that every
time Mary Burtgn sent out for a pie we
Lo she was goimng to write 4 note,

The officials either made: copies of the
notes belore they were delivered, or con-
fiscated the origindls. In one;, Mary Bur-
ton wrote 1o Wiright:

Baby, how are you. | don't Teel
good at all this morning. Hope viu
foel fine. Baby, 1 wish | could see
you, Honey, 1 will sendl some imoney
1o uit a hook to téad Oh, baby, how:
well 1 love vou Goll only Kpose,

In annther “pie plate note” the ae-
ctised widaw seemed optimistic. She wrote
o her lover:

| wish | could Be with you, How
glad ['will be when things are Srnight=

ened up, Stay with me baby—I| im

your foend. If you need anyvthing,

send mé & note.

The notes disl not bring out the identity

of The trigeer man, and Prosecutor Smit
went ta trial without this knowledge, Joo

Burton faced Common, Pleds fuigy
Kinble and a jury of six mgm &
women, late in March, 1935
The case veached the jury o
doy,  March 27th, at5 nost I8
until 1130 moat., then was lekel 8
the night. At 9 A at. Thursdig
sumed session and At Nooi FNHEEES
was ready to; report.  For twenh S
the first day, ane man had held
the clectric chair, Of Thurstas mes
a woman jomed the map, The yoies
ten ta two for mercy lor ien 68
Then the man jomed the maiimis
fipally the woman,
So Joe Burton drew a fife term, s
mark of Cuin was placed djwn ks
Mary Burlon's case Wis preeass
fore Judge Kimble and a_jury of (i
men. and gseven men; heainming Al
Mrs Burton indulged alternatels
of tears and laughter as. she
stangd in her own defense, Firs
tured her hame life with the mysiety
tim as happy, then as a continyal Wi
She admitted being intimate wath ra
amd testified that her hushund wis 28
ol her paramour. :
The accused woman repidiated
rious confesstans, clinming they wes
duting periods in which she Was o
spmsible for her ncts because of i
She named half o dozew silmentis
completed the story of her discaess
the dectaration that physicians has
formed her “something wis Wil
her hend” [
Mrs. Burton told the jury thut!
vor had charged hor $400 10 Solis)
SA000 insurance op her Hushand's ’*
that she had spent most of the SHEEN
ing a home for hersell nnd ot for b
grown sons, She recited proudly the
ment of $250 for the slain mand
ahd 830 for a tombstone. She suly
of the money went to Joe Bl
Frank \Wright. )
Through testimony of her jgrowm
Normng, who was in’ Columbus wilies
fie Burton at the time of the HL
develgped that A ferter hnd reschids
Blue Goose the day before the murlarny
nounging ‘that Carrie’ was comng s
rwo days later, This, Proseculor S
arged, hastened  the  murder plaig
Joe Burton kiiew (hat his brother s
be watehing hinnand hisniece

SARRIE BURTON, who hnd'beent
A-4n jail Tor two weeks, wos i@
béefore the teiuls, in order o marnyes
charges were preferred’ against her
Joe Burton was placed on the wil
stand i Mary, Burton's teml Hind
mution Tor a new trigl was pending ail
time, and he refused ro testfy nod
seound that his testitmony might ing
inate him, e declingd 1y answer
cific Guestion’ as to ‘whether oo thel
of the murder he saw' Weight i the
cmity, although ar his own trigl e
testified he saw Wiraght with o shotSus
his hands a few inutes befagRs
murder. L
The atbiters of Mrs. Burton's i
liberated for thiee hours. On Apalll
their verdict ‘recommending mey
thie unfarth iUl wife! from the elecurcmy
but <«ent her to the Marysville W
Refarmatory Jor life I
Befure Frank Wright's trial begs
April 220d, his cotimsel filed 2 motinws
ing that the State present o bill effy
ticulars, Prosecutor Smith complist
this statément: i
The State expects to show fhat e
more than a vear Wright and _
Burton were infatuated with @
other, that  William  Burton sl
knowledge thereol and muldde his
jections known o both of them; HEg



dnl, 1936
& B. F. dhls affectignate relationship existed
and 3 en Until Wiltiam Burten's death and
~ e of the mierference of William
Wtten with their Ul and compléte
Snmimient. of their desires with one
up (or Snother, and of rthe desire of Mary
A firtol to collect insurance that her
n it mehatid carried oo his Tk, Frank
ballots Wright. Mary Burton and Joe Burtan
out [y wnigired to kill William Burton and
Jorning W the evening of Octaber 23th, 1932,
& St Wright and Joe Burton met oulside
Lsallors, amd on the west side of the Burton
vy, andl Shome i accordance with such con-
TN ey, wither Joe Burton or Frank
atl the
< heow

w 0 -
bherared

it pointed 7 shotgun toward Ail-
am Burton, who sat in the mitldle

ted  he mom of bis said home and just in
Ve Wi fnt of the window on the west
il BR Side. thereol, dnd caused said shot-
in fith i o be dischargéd and the shot
ok th ﬁrefmm to strike the left side of
Jie e head of William Burton; whigh

solted in Willtamt ‘Burton's . death.

[ WWSTABLE JACOBS testified he saw
&0 small preen coupé or roadster, which
shought belonged 1o Wright, containing
Bmin he thotght was Wright, speed past
Birton home a few minutes after the

lirer.

EWreht <aid he owned a black car at
It of the tragedy.

Wriht had a ready explunation for two
Watzments he had signed while in. fail, in
A he had admitted that on several
geasions Joe and Mary Burton discussed
e murden plan with him. The defend-
ot fold the jirry he signed the stalements;
Bl paying much. attention to their con-

L'rﬂ Bt hecause he was worpied.  He <es
éx el Joo Burton's story of a “bloml pact.”
bl e ury. believed the argtinent of (s

e councel that Joe Burton and Mary
Wurton, both founid guilty of Bills mur-
e were At that time "trving to frame”
Roght. After three houss delibération
prl 26tk i1 returned a verdice of e
imtal for Wright
e shwold the wdentity of tnocent per-
W (be uames Frank Wright, [ack
Wieht, Fred Harvison, Aor"n Bosworil
§ dirs: john Bosworth used o s
waro wot real, but fictitions—En)

Hidge B, I Kimble, wiho presided. a
= the trial of the smister slayer
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Master Detective
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He Stumbled over a MAN-EATER

“Tt was o black, mootless rropic night.'” wriles
Gardner K. Hussesy, "but' 1 trudged along the fa-
miiliar jungle path in the disck with assurance. It
was the path from my timekeeper's shack ta the
house where | slept. Without warning | stumbled
and fell headlong. There was » hissing noise fol-
lowed by a sharp click: T serambled to my fect
and reached for the Eveready Flashlight in my
tielt ., Within three feet of me was a huge thrash-
ing alftgator, his jaws snupping like castancts.

“If mylight had failed at that moment, il itwers

Soldier of Fortune
lives to tell the
story of a jungle
combat between
man and beast.

not for the fresh, strong Evercady
Batteries in my fashlight, they
would probably huve found sonie of
me on that path next morning. |
might even have hived . . . but not
with all my arms and legs,
“Neatby was a boiles-room, |
made for it snd with the ad of o
slice-bar finally finished that ghaatly
survivor of the prelilstaric beasts,
“l think there are perhaps two

EVEREADY
BATTERIES
ARE FRESH
BATTERIES

morals to thix story:

“First, | owe life and limb to fresh
Eveready Batteries, that gave me
light when | had to have it.

“Second, if | had been using my
flashlight on that trail, I would have
entirely avoided the fright of my
life. No one needn to tell me now
that unexpected perila lurk in fanul-
ior paths""

Once more the DATE-LINE is a LIFE-LINE
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| m:wawum
e SATTERY GO
” STALE ON
YOUR SHELF?

) . || BECAUSE ATORY

- THE LONGER YOU KEEP | o
THEM THE LESS Yo Gt |
QUT OF THEM. FRESHRESS
15 THE ANSWER , AND
ONLY EVEREADY ¢AN |\
GUARANTEE FHESHNESS, & o
A= | THEY SELL 4,5 AND &%)
oI TIMES AS FAST AS ANY
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HAIR and SCALP
CHART FREE—

Now mmmaing hamn treatenmt stops baliloess, falling halr,

duudralt, Dstwigh exmuibation sad
— SHIFFER

Levw metied ailviaail N npesey
skatrmeats, Write sodag, v dlimmtien.

Dopt, MLO,, 711-714 Park Building, CLEVELAND, O.
LICEMEED BIY OHIO STATE MEDICAL BOAND

MAKE MONEY
At Home!

ATLN morky working ot bime or [nstyilis. eoloring
E il K F(nmluns 10 (it Lemru “Hoelito M ethod

In fow wooks, Work dopa by thiy meshod 6 eansifal sad
M A, INO- Bredons experisnoo notiind, Many ok
mocmy full or sk»uu thme this miny way. Send for e
bookiel, “Hnka Movey at Hope' anil requiresianta,
NATIONAL ART SCHOOL, inc.

WO Michigan Avenue  Dept. 145¢  Chicago, Hiinols

MAN Y big corporations are hended by
men with legal training, Legally
trained men win more easily high posi-
tions and big soceess in business and

public life. Be independent. Greater
opportunities now than ever before.

STUDY at HOME

We gnide yon step by step. Yoo can
tritin at home during spare time. Pe-
gree of LL, B. conferred, Successful
gradustes in every section'of U. 8. We
furnizh all text material, including fine,
14-volume Law Library. Low ¢ogt, easy
terms. Send now for Gi-page *'Law
Training for Lendership,'’ and full in-
formation. They are FREE to earneat,
ambitious rdulta.

LASALLE EXTENSION UNIVERSITY, (ftis'v A%, Dept. 4306-L, Chicago, .



